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taken out of its hands. The Minister gets
the PBill through and goes home and laughs
with his Kellerberrin rustics.
[The President resumed the Chair.]
Progress reported,

House adjourned at 10.34 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.n, and read prayers,

QUESTION—TODDER SUPPLIES AXND
PRICES.

Mr, MALEY asked the Premier: 1, Ts he
aware that speculators are already purchas-
ing standing crops, or hay in stook or stack,
or chalf for forward delivery? 2, Will he
ageertain from the Governments of Neow
South Wales, Vietorin, and Sonth Australia,
and publish the information gained, for the
proteetion of loeal producers—-(a) a forocast
of the harvest prospects in those States; (b)
the estimated deficiency below normal re-
quiremnents of hay likely to be produced in
those States; (c¢) the true’'market values
from time to time? 3, Will he issue instrue-
tions for an immediate compilation of hay
production in this State to enable an esti-
mate to he formed of the quantity likely to
he available for export above loeal require-
ments? 4, What is the approximate shipping
freight per ton from Fremanile to Fastern
States ports likely te prevail until March
next? 3, Will a check be kept on any rise in
the price of bran and pollard in this State,
owing to Jdrought conditions in the Eastern
States?

The PREMIER replied: 1, I know that
hay is being purehased in stook, 2, Yes. 3,
Yea. 4, This information is not available,
5, Yes,
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BILLS (3)—RECOMMENDED BY
MESSAGE.

Messages from the Governor received and
read recommending appropriation in conneec-
tion with the following Bills:—

Perth Mint Aet Amendment,.
, Government Railwoys Act Amendment,
, Prices Regulation.

L

[

OBITUARY-—HON, H. J. SAUNDERS.
Letter in Reply.
Mr. SPEAKER: I have received the fol-
lowing letter:—

To the Speaker of the Legislative As-
sembly. Denr Sir,—T and my family wish
to tender our sincerest thanks to the mem-
bers of the Legisiative Assembly for the
resolution passed expressing their deepest
symputhy to us in our recent hereavement,
Yours faithfully, Julia SBaunders, 24th
Oct., 1919,

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.

1, Prices Regulation,
2, Road Districts.
Transmitted to the Legislative Council.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1919-20.
In Committee of Sapply.
Resgumed from 23rd Qctober; Mr. Piesse in
tho Chair,
Dopartment of Londs and Surveys; Hon,
T, Mitchell, Minister.

Vote—Lands and Surveys, £49,722,
WMr. FIARRISON rose to speals.

Hon., P. Collier: [s the member for Avon
in charge of these Estimates?

The PREMIER and MINTSTER TOR
LANDS (Hon. J. Mitehell—Northam)
[4.407: Do I understand the lecader of the

Opposition objcets to this vote?

Hon, P. Collicr: We should have an ex-
planation of it, I think,

The PREMIER: T thought the hon. mem-
her was prepared to pass the votec withouf
diseussion.

Hon. P. Collier:
tion.

The PREMIER: T gave considerable in-
formation when I introduced the Budget. If
the leader of the Opposition wishes to know
why we have increased the vote by £35,000,
I may tcll him that a great deal of work is
being done. Some time ago, a Bill was passed
ordaring the re-assesament of pastoral leases.
Tn view of that, we have to classify 230 mil-
lion aeres of land, and that work will in-
volve considerahle oxpense. We have two
parties out on this work of reclassification,
and prepose to increase the number if we
are nhle to get suitable men,

Hon, . Collier: Only two parties in tho
North-West?

The PREMIIIR: We had one party and
have split it inte two, but I wish to carry

Give us some informa-
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out the work more expeditionaly. To classify
the whole of the aren will take a consider-
able time; probably it will be impessible to
do more than 30 million acres a year. ‘

Hon. P. Collier: The parties report to the
board; they do not classify the land.

The PRIEMIER: True, they report to the
board, but Mr. Canning, who is in charge of
the work, is niso a member of the board.
I'his is a very big and important question
and we want to do justice to the pastoralisty
as well ns to the State, These gentlemen
are ecarrying on the work nt considerahble ex-
pense to the State, for it is impossible to
travel in tho North-West for nothing, Apart
from that, therc is a considerable amount of
Iand settlement. True, the whole of the
northern land is withheld from scttiement
temporarily, exeept in the c¢ase of returned
soldicrs, but there is a great deal of pastoral
Iand suitable for secleetion which we hope to
nmake available in the near future.

Hon. T. Collicr: It will take ycars to
elnssify it,

The PREMIER: No; we shall strengthen
the staff and do the work more expeditionsly.
In  connection with new applieations for
pastoral lands, inspeetions miust be made.
With two parties, it would take many years
te complete the work hut we are endeavour-
ing to obtain suitable men, so that it may
be completed mueh sooner. If we are able
to obtain suitahle men, we should get throngh
the work in a reasonable time. That aec-
counts for a good deal of additional expense,
It is found, too, that it is neccssary to spend
& congideruble amount in other parts of the
State on surveys, work which must neces-
sarily inercase the general expeunditure of
the department for the year. Naturally
some of it will produce revenue, although
not as mueh as we should like, hecause the
amending Aect passed in 1918 excmpts all
payments during the first five years exeept
a percentnge of the survey fees. It is not
a wige arrangement, hut it ig the law. Again,
there 18 a corsiderable ameunt of work to
he done in connection with the survey and
inspeetion of Iand for the returned soldiers,
SBome work hag been dome in the South-
Waest, where we hope to receive numbers of
our British friends. At present this work
nacossitates considerably increased expendi-
ture on these Estimates. Of ecourse, utti-
mately it will have the effect of greatly in-
ercasing the revenue. Tt is a fortunate thing
that there is a revival in Ilnnd settlement.
I helieve that during the next year we shall
have n largely increased demand for pas.
toral lands. T hope that when these inspee-
tions arc complete T shall be able to come
to the House and nsk for approval to deal
with pastoral land in smaller holdings, land
adjacent to the South-West division, as for
instanee in the Southern Cross distriet and
in the Burracoppin distriet, where the hold-
ings will probably be as small as 5,000 or
10,000 aegres. TUndoubtedly the present in-
quiry means money. I helieve we should
maintnin a forward policy in conncetion
with our pastoral lands of the North. This
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work of classifying the land should be ex-
pedited and, beeause we ought to know what
we have to sell in other parts of the State,
T am obliged to ask the Honse to agree to
this glightly inereased wvote. It will prob-
ahly save time if I explain now that the
amalgamation of the offices of Surveyor Gen-
cral and Under Secerctary of Lands has
thrown far too mueh work on the one officer.

Hon, P. Collier: Just what we said at
the time. Tt was a niee piece of business,
anyhow.

The PREMIER: Tt ia vow scen that it
will net work. As a matter of faet, the
Surveyor General, if he does his duty
throughout the State from north to south,
will be a very busy wan, The Surveyor Gen-
cral onght to know his State.

Ifon. P. Collier: It was an nbsurd amal-
gamation,

The PREMIER: Mr., Morris is acting as
Under Seerctary for Lands, and if necessary
the permancnt appointment will have to be
nade.

My, O’'Loghlen: Me has been acting too
long. He ought to be further up.

Hon. P. Colliecr: Is the Surveyor General
going to assist in the classification of the
North-West?

The PREMIER: I do unot know that he
ean be spared for the work.

Ton. P, Collicr: I do not mean that ho
should carry oun the work, but merely that
he should sce how it is being done.

The PREMIER: Yes, I am afraid he must
go up there. He is chairman of the board.
He must know the conntry; it is of the

utmest importance that he should Dhe
familiar with it.
Hon. W. C. Angwin: Secing that you

propose to take away half his dotics, are
you geing to reduce the salary by one half¢

The PREMIER: I do not think that is n
proper question to ask just now. T agree
with the leader of the Opposition that there
is too muc¢h work for one man, It is not
only the difficulty of dealing with lands that
have been alienated; the Suorveyor General
is supposed to know the whele country,
There is o vast area of land still to be dealt
with, and it is the duty of the Surveyor
General to learn all there is to be known of
the country. I have arranged for him to
make trips into. country not selected.

Mr., O'Loghlen: Would mot he bhe more
ngeful haek in the Mines Deopartment?

The PREMIER: There is a great deal to
bo done in a very short time, and I hope the
Committee will not think that in asking for
an additional £5,000 this vear I am asking
too mueh, I trust the vote will go through
without mueh opposition.

Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [4.61]: T con-
sider this department the most important of
all. T feel sure that the increase in the vote
i= fully warranted. A great deal has been
and is still being done in regard to land
settlement, and it is further neeessary that
something shonld be done of a more urgent
nature to achieve finality in vespect of re-
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patriation, We have had compilaints from
various centres where men have been anxious
to get on the land and for months have been
unable to do so. T suggest that the Gov-
ernment will find the services of the loeal
repatrintion  committees of advantage to
the department. The chief inspector when
going through local distriets should com-
municate with the loeal committecs, and
chonld consult with them bhefore putting in
his veport. Such consultations would mean
for him a better knowledge of the lands
subniitted to the departinent for repurchase.
Hle would then be in n position to give a
better judgmeat. Memberg of local commit-
tees have voluntarily offered their services
to the department with a view to assisting
the returned soldiers, and greater reliance
on the Jocal committees would result in ae-
celeration of the repatriation of the re-
turned soldiers. Tt ia delay that kills the
desire to go on the land. Many of our re-
turnell soldiers have tried to get on certain
propertics and, failing in that, have souglt
in other directions. They have been held up
and, in consequence, have lost either the
sceding  period or the growing crop, while
the vendor, seeing the prospects of a good
harvest. has withdrawn his property from
sale. [f this sort of thing could be obviated
it wonuld be in the best interests of the de-
partment and also of the soldier himself.
T trust that the Minister controlling the de-
partment will look into this question. If
these loeal committees were consulted more
frequently and  their adviee more elosely
followed regarding the settlement of re-
turned soldiers they wonld take a more
lively interest in them, and would be in a
position afterwards to render valuable aid
by piving advice upon such matters as the
cropping and working of the soil. Mueh
could be done if we could induce the loecal
men to take an interest in the newer settlers
in the locality. :

The Premier: They are taking an interest
in the soldiers now.

Mr. HARRISON: But they ought to take
a deeper interest in them. Tinality wonld
be more quickly reached if the chiof ins-
spector were to ecommunicate with the loeal
committees before sending in his reports.

The Premicr: He makes every posaible
inquiry now,

Mr. HARRISON: T admit that the de-
partment has done good service in trving
to sce that the men are not over-loaded by
financinl problems on properties where they
could not make good. It has been the view
of the department that the returned soldier
shouldl not take an impossible proposition,
but there have been cases where a settler
not knowing the eountry could get consider-
ablo nssistance from the local committee.
For want of this many men who would
prefer to he on the land are to-day working
for wages. We have frequently heard re-
ference in the House to land adjacent to
the railways not being properly worked.
Memhers of the Opposition when making
sueh refcrences should specify the areas so
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that we might know where the lands are
situated. Through my electorate and others
of whieli T have a personal knowledge all
the unproductive land adjacent to railways
is of a elass that could not be profitably
used beeause it has not o sufficient percent-
age of first-class or second-clars country, In
regard to sand-plain and ether inferior land
throngh which the railways pass, I think
they eould be brought into carlicr use i€ the
adjoining farmers were allowed to take up
those lands uwnder improvement econditions
with a view to preparing them for stock, Tt
would he good for the State and good for
the farmers concerned. The Minister could
have those lands swrveved, divided up and
allotted to adjoining settlers who would have
first opportunity of sclecting up to 1,000 or
more acres undar improvement conditions, If
those sandplains were so utilised, I feel cer-
tnin that all the lands adjacent to existing
railways wonld be quickly oceupied. They
could he aimply and inexpensively worked.
Buppese we have a 1,000 acre BWock and 100
acres of eultivation in 10-acre blocks dis-
tributed, and those bloeks are seeded with
oats, fertilised well, and allowed to ripen
before stock is put in, I am econvineced the
sheep wonld distribute certain grass sceds
thronghout the balanee of the aren; and
year after year that avea would grow fur-
ther food products, and eventually the land
would have a much larger steck earrying
capacity, without a further burden of over-
head charges, I should be glad if the Min-
ister would take 2 note of that poinf. An-
other matter which has been neglected in the
agrievltural areas is the afforestation of
farms. We have killed in n face the whole
of the heavy timber, and the result has
heen to inerease the veloeity of the wind
over those arcas, T am persuaded that as a
result of that increased wind veloeity the
rain elouds pass over the land more guickly,
with the result that the farming areas do
not ohtain as heavy o rainfall as they would
have enjoyed had belts of timber Leen al-
lowed to remain. Such timber would aet
not only as a breakwind, but would heip to
shelter stock. Moveover, the clearing away
of the dead timber would make a splendid
fire break. TFurther, there would be uscful
timber for farm gonstruction work, and alse
firewood for a number of years. As re-
gards any country still unalienated in eur
oeastern wheat belt, it woud be wise to pro-
vide that a belt of timber should be left
on the west and on the north of each hold-
ing, after a width of one chain has been
cleared on the lines of fencing. I feel cer-
tain every member of the Committee is con-
vinced that cereal growing without stock is
not going to be of any great use to the
State.

The Premicr: No one has ever suggested
that one eould be done without the other.

Mr. HARRISON: T say everyhody in
the Chamber agrees to that, The farmers in
the wheat areas, however, have not been in
A position to carry stock; and that chiefly
for two reasons. One rcason ia that sinee
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the arcas have been cleared and the ecercals
grown—that is, within the last 10 years—
there have been droughts. The second reason
is that owing to the war fencing wire has
been unobtainable. TFurther, there has been
a lack of security as regards water supply.
A wealth of grass comes up in the various
timber areas in the course of four years
after the trces have been killed. I wish to
refer to that aspeet of the matfer wmore par-
ticularly becawse members of IParliament on
their reeent trip saw for themselves the vast
wealth of grass that from year to year is
lost to the individual farmers and to the
State owing to the lack of the facilities to
which T have alluded. Tn a speech I made
some little time after that trip, T estimated
that the State loges at least £300,000 per
annom through not being able to *take ad-
vantage of what nature provides. That es-
timate is & low one. It is not right that the
Govermmnent, for want of railway facilities
and of larger water conservation, should al-
low that waste to go on. Practieally, the
wealth T allude to iz blown away by the
winds. On n recent evening we hcard re-
marks ahout the pesition of labouwr on our
form lands. The wember for North-East
Fremantle read a number of letters refer-
ring fo wages offercd. Those letters may be
perfeetly correct. It may be that inexperi-
eneed ammigrants were offered those low
rates of wages. But they would not remain
on those wages for longer than a few
months. A man without knowledge of clear-
ing land iy found food and accommodation
while gaining experience, and he will not be
long before he obtains hetter terms, ecither
on the place where he i3 gaining experience,
or on & neighbouring farm. A nwmber of
men of the class veferred to by the member
for North-East Fremantle have made good
in the Totadjin area, where they have taken
up land for themselves. Thoy are now some
of onr beat farmers. Reforence was also
made to the employment of boys on farms.
The very page of the Hstimates on which
that disenssion arose show that we have in
our departmental offices messengers receiving
£42 per annum. T ask which is better off,
the boy learning farming and receiving from
10s. or 135 np to £2 per week, or the mes-
senger boy in the city ecarning £42 a year?
Can a hoy provide himself with food and
clothing out of £42 a year and have a re-
serve left? Undoubtedly the boy in the coun-
try iz in inuch the better position, There are
several increased items in these Estimates.

The Premicr: Al justified.

Mr. HARRISON: I admit that. There is
an inercase in Lauds and Surveys of £5,000,
and in the Agricultural Bank of £4400.
These increases are very small indecd if we
arc going to provide the land that we ought
to make available for settlement. Tndping
from the nnmber of men, returned soldiers
and others, anxions to go on the land to-day,
the proposed expenditure will not be ncarly
ecnough to cnable the Government fo eope
with land settlement. I am satisfied that no
eapital ean be better spent than that devoted
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to increasing our agrieultural population. If
land settlement docs not advance, the cities
and towns eannot prosper. I trust that the
few remarks I have made regarding water
sopply, feneing, timber conscrvation, and
working in unison with the repatriation com-
mittees will receive consideration.

Mr, GRIFFITHS (York) [5.12]: Ove of
the items coming under this Vote is repatria-
tion, and I wish to bring to the attention of
the Minister controlling repatriation a state-
ment made to me by & settler from East
Totadjin, which should put the Minister im
goorl heart as regards the setfling of re-
turned soldiers on the land. The remark is
that in the East Totadjin area there are 300
blocks available with over 600 acres of good
land in each 1,000 aecres. I wish to refer to
the trouble that has cccurred in the Harvey
areas. Tt has been pointed out to me that
the land reserved for rcturned soldiers is om
high ground, and thercfore practically use-
less for the purpose for which the soldiers
have been placed on it. The best part of the
Harvey estate is said to be Green Pool pad-
dock, Deing swamp couutry about twe miles
out from Harvey. However, that aren is too
heavy a proposition for the soldier on a £625
basis. Of the Udue paddock 800 ncres is al-
realy settled with returned soldiers. The
hasis of that scttlement is that soldicrs tak-
ing part of this paddoeck shall nlso take part
of the Green Pool paddock.

The Premier: How many soldiers have
been settled there?

Mr., GRTFFITHS: I refer to the matter
beeanse T want to find ont a little more
about these two paddocks. Mr. Melarty has
informed me that a rveturned soldicr had in-
tended to reject this land but changed his
mind on secing what he termed a surprising
crop of potatoes. According to my advices,
however, though a firat erop ecan be grown
on the swamp lands, it is very hard indeed
to get successive crops. T learn that Dr.
Harvey has been there some 11 years—-—

The Honorary Minister: Ahout 40 years.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I am informed that
Dr. Harvey bas been engaged for 11 years
in trying to bring a pateh of lueerne to per-
feetion. The fact of the matter is that the
soil las to be built up. DMr. Scott, the
irrigation expert, whom we sent to Harvey
to uet as guide, philosopler, and friend to
the returned soldiers, turned that land down
untif it was drained. I helieve the paddocks
I refer to have been drained, but the drain-
age proposition is now penalising the scldier
settlers to the extent of £30 per aecre. The
irrigation rates, when they arve under the
scheme, come to 17s. 6d. per acre per annum.
Thae drainage having been cficeted, the posi-
tion is that the soldier now has to set aboui
a threce years’ econrse of continunl eultivation
with very heavy liming, and lime must be
cheap hefore he ean hope to get payable re-
turns.  The soldier hnas been placed upon
this unprepared country while suitable land
hag heen allowed to be taken up by other
people. There are certain blocks with main
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road frontages within a short distance of the
town. These were put up for sale, but ne
proper noticc was given in the locul press,
The only advertisement that was puoblished
was in the ‘‘Government Gazette,’’ which
was only known to the Government employces
in the locality, and they notified their
friends. There were blocks taken up by
Thomas, all of these having main road front-
ages. This man owus the Canning Bridge
hotel, Perth propertics, and a big property
near Mornington Mills; with but very few
improvements upon it, and only a few head
of cattle. Then there are Sands’s blocks, but
he eannot make a payable proposition of
them, This man was a carctaker on the
lomestead for severil years, nnd hag a large
family of young children. Then there arve
Eekersley and Byres’ Dblocks, They own
ornuge bloeks in the “Harvey, and one of
them was controtler of water distribution for
the Government, Sanguinctti has another
bloek or two, and Snell has two blocks,
Snell’s blocks adjoin his own orehard, which
fronts the Harvey railway station. He is
one of the most suacessful growers in Har-
vey, and is reputed to be a wealthy man.
The objection that is raised by returned sol-
diers is that they are not given a chance of
obtaining this land which is so clese to the
township, and beeause of that they elaim
that they have a griévance,

The Premier: Why did you not go to the
department?

Mr, GRIFFITHS: T have becn told cer-
tain things there which do not tally with
what returned soldiers have told me. T will
read the following statement of a returned
soldier:—

A large indignation meeting was held in
Harvey, protesting against these lands
having been opened up for public’ selee-
tion. At this meeting, Mr. W, D. John-
son (late Minister for Liands) outlined the
original idea with regnard to this land. A
telegram was also read, which had been
sent by Mr. Millington as from Mr. King,
fhe TUnder Secretary, stating that ‘¢ All
blocks on Harvey estate not now alien-
ated are to be reserved for refurned sol-
diers, with the exception of homesiend,
which is too expensive for repatriation
purposes.’’ In order to tefute the state-
ment that the land is too expensive for
returned  soldiers, T give the following
facts:—1, Very much inferior land, pri-
vately owned in 8th street (2% to three
miles from Harvey) partly cleared and
fenced, is worth £30 per aere with no ae-
cess to viver. 2, Same land as above,
planted and in bearing, is worth from
£100 per acre, 3, For 81/ acres of land
overgrown with saplings, situated next to
some of the homestead blocks, the owner is
asking £75 per acre. 4, Green Pools pad-
dock, at present being selected by returned
soldiers, inferior to the homestead, and
21 miles from Harvey, i3 being sold to
rcturned soldiers for £10 per acre unim-
proved. This land will cost at least an-
other £20 before it is as productive as the
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homestead land, and will require three or
four years’ work to bring it to that state.
The ‘‘Homestead’ land is only half a
nmile from Harvey station, has been
grassed down, fenced, and cultivated for
many years, is considered by many compe-
tent valuators and inspectors to be the
best land in the district, and is under the
. irrigation scheme, the main drain running
through the property. Yet, with all its
superiority of position and productiveness,
it is ‘‘too expensive for returned sol-
diers.’’ I wventure to say that the river
blocks, if put up to anction for sule as in-
tenge culture land, would fetech at leust
£50 per aere. The lack of publieity in the
cpening up of thig land for selection was
one of the worst fentures. The only ad-
vertisement was per mediiim of the ¢ Gov-
crnment @azctte,’’ thus giving Govern-
ment  employees a previous knowledge,
which they and their friends took full ad-
vantage of. To prove this, it is only
nocessary to ask for dates of applieation
and names aud oseupation of applicants.
T know for a fact that the only people
{other than Government employees) to be
aware of the throwing open for sclection
of this Jand were those few to whom this
information was given verbally by the
said cmployees.
Upon this matter I think hon. members are
eatitled to some enlightenment from the
Minister.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [5.237: People
have great difficulty in getting land in the
South-West beeause the whole of the Crowm
lands there are being cut up for repatriation
purposce. 1 had an instance brought under
my notice—a very necessitous case—showing
that men badly needed a certain area to en-
able thent to o certain things in comnection
with their property. There was, however, an
obstacle put in their way through the land
being held wp for repatriation purposes. I
hope that there will be some development of
the Crown lands througheut the South-West.
The Government have had power under the
old Tand Act to give cffeet to 2 poliey of
partially improving the propertics through-
out the BSouth-West, but for many years
nothing of this nature has been carried ouf.
The applications for land for repatriation
purpeses are mainiy for partially improved
or improved properties. There is a limit as
to what the Government can de in regard to
this. Tt is a foolish policy for the Govern-
ment to remove one good farmer and re-
place him by an inexperienced returned sol-
dier, Tf the Government resumed large arcas
auitable for establishing five or six returned
men with profit to themselves it wonld bhe a
good thing, but when they take off one good
farmer and replace him by an inexperienced
settler the pelicy is a wrong one. It is ad-
visable that the Government should take the
earliest opportunity of Adeveloping the Crown
lands in the South-West that are availablo
for settlement by partially improving them
before the secttlers are placed upon them
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That is provided for in the Land Aet. There
is o lot of country in the South-West which
at the outset appears to be very indifferent
country, but when this land has been pro-
perly tested it has often given very good re-
aults. I had one ease brought under my
notice recently of some plain country in the
Sonth-Wesgt, which was congidered entirely
valueless. 1t was tested by a settler who sub-
sequently put down subterranean elover. This
man has new got @ good dairying proposi-
tion. If the Government werc to establish
small experimental farms iu this country, I
think it weunld go far towards creating a
sound settlement policy throughout these
large arcas. To do this cfficaciously it would
nocessitate broadening the principles under
which the Agrievltural Bank is worked, as
applied to the South-West., Tsee that the Es-
timates provide for inspectors, the amount
involved being £3,729. I assame it is the
intention of the Government to develop the
South-West by appointing cxperienced in-
speetors to assist the new settlers.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It will nced more
than inspectors to develop the South-West.
The ecuntry requires the shovel.

Mr. PICKERING: Yes, but nnless these
settlers are guided by cxperienced Govern-
ment officials, a great deal of time
and  money may be wasted. Monicy
is  advanced for purposes of scttle-
ment  ouwt of the public funds, and
this shouwld be carefully guarded so that
it be wisely spent, T hope the Minister in
eharge of the Apgricultural Bank will take
into consideration the absolute necessity of
formmlating a broader poliey for setilement
in the Sonth-West, giving morc liberal treat-
ment and a longer period over which the
mongy can be repaid. The Government
should do its utmost to settle that portion
of the country on sound lines.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle} [5.27]: It appears to me that
- everything that is asked for by the farming
community is granted, and to-day for the
first time we have, virtually speaking, silence
From the members of the Country party.

Mr. Maley: We are waiting to hear you,

Tion, W, 0, ANGWIN: We did expect to
get some information from thosc who are
supposed to represent the farmers, as to the
progress which has heen made as a result of
the assistance they have had in the past.
The member for Avon (Mr. Harrison}, who
is an ont and omt individualist, says ‘‘Give
ns a more liberal water supply and provide
us with more feneing wire,”” I do not know
whether he wants the Government to provide
evervthing that is nceessary for the farmers.

Hon, T. Collier: And more sheep.

Tfon. W. C. ANGWIN: And cattle, teo.
The hon. member also says, ‘‘Introduce ex-
tremc socialism so far as we are concerned,
and so long as you do it let the others go
hang. 8o long as you give us cverything, let
us have gocialism on our part. We can do
nothing for ourselves unless the Government
assist. ns. We depend entirely for the pro-
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gress of the farming community upon the
agsistance the Government may give us.’’

The Premier: That will depemd upon the
farmer.

Hon. W. G, ANGWIN: I admit that. We
have been going through troublous times in
the farming community. During that period
the Government came forward with tempor-
ary measures of relief for the farmers to
tide them over their diffienlties. From evi-
dence which we had placed before us recently
it is shown that that assistance, given some
few years ago, has been beneficial to the
country- at large.

My, Pickering: Ta that not satisfactory?

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: The most pros-
perous men in the ecommunity to-day are the
formers, We alse find that the strongest
men, those whe bring the most pressure to
bear upon the Government in order to get
more out of the State, are the farmers or the
repregsentatives of the farmers.

The Premier: You cannot complain.

Mr. Pickering: Do you not think we are
doing well?

Hon. W. 0. ANGWIN: Last year we were
told definitely that a water supply was the
main thing neecessary for our future develop-
ment. We were told to go into the caatern
distriets, and we were told that if the AMin-
ister for Works would give any amount of
water at a cheap rate the settlers would be
prosporouns in the future. The Minister for
Works has not done that. Then we were
told that a single man could not live as a
farmer on 5s. a day. Tt did not matter whe-
ther a single man had to work very much
barder on a timber mill at 5s. a day, but he
could not live upon his own farm on that
amount, where he had his own produce and
his own fowls, and other things to assist him
in living. The Government went to the as-
sistance of the farmers and gave them what
they asked, namely, 93, a day, the same rate
as i3 being paid to certain Government ‘en-
ployees in town. Then we find that it is
necessary to keep this thing going, acecord-
ing to the leader of the Country party, to
enable the State to progress in the future.
I will give way to no one in my desire to
render  assistanee whenever assistance s
necessary, bub the time is coming when the
farming community will have to realise that
they wmust do something to show their inde-
pendence, T do not believe, and never have
believed, that a number of the members who
claim to represent the farming community
here do actually represent them, because I
know a large number of those men, and T
know they would feel ashamed it they knew
that their representatives in Parlinment were
continunily asking for what might be called
charity from the Government. T do not he-
licve those people would countenanee such a
thing for one moment. They are so satis-
fied with the position, that we find to-day
the eastern distriets representatives arve
pointing out what good land they bhave in
those areas. They say all that it is neces-
sary to do to become prosperous is to seratch
the land. Then wa listen to the representa-
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tives of the SBouth-West. They, too, peint
out that soldiers can grow prosperous by
taking up country in that part of the State.
But those who are connected with the land
there are the ones who are in a position to
know. We know of one member of Parlia-
ment who is an old resident of Western Aus-
tralia, if he was not actnally born here, and
he has asked the question as to why it is
that those men who were bred and born in
the south-western part of the State left it
to seek fresh fields, if the South-West is as
good as we have been told it is. We know
that a large number of men from the Sputh-
West have done well, but' they found it
necessary to get out of the South-West be-
fore they could make a competence for them-
selves, Those are the men who to-day are
endeavouring as far as possible to dispose to
the Government the Jand which they have
been working without any great suecess. In
my opinion it is about time {hat a Royal
Commission wag appointed to investigate the
manner in whieh the estates have been re-
purchased in that part of Western Australia.
T would not mind giving my services once
agnin  free of cost, for a period of six
months, to investigate the condition of af-
fairs which has been oxisting with regard fo
the repurchase of estates in the South-West
The files were placed on the Table of the
House, but they have been removed. They
onght to have been permitted to remain here
until the Estimates had been disposed of.
Tf hon. memhers will refer to those files they
will see that the committee appointed to re-
commend the purehase of estates is what
might be called & movable committee. This
is the gort of committee it is: if T had been
asked to go on it I would perhaps remain
off becanse T was interested in a particular
Bblock of land, but T would recommend my
friend, Mr. Collier, to take a seat on the
committee.

The Premier: T do not think that is the
casc,

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: Tf the Premier
reads the files he will know all about it.
That is the way things have been going omn
in the South-West.

Mr. Munsie: No wonder owners have got
rid of a lot of estates in the South-West.

Mr, Hickmott: Did the Country party de
that?

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: T am not speaking
ahout the Country party. I have not aec-
cused them.

Mr, Munsie:
and they are supported by the
party.

The Premier: That has not been done.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: I do not suppose
the Premier has read the files. That was
done bhefore the hon. gentleman took c¢on-
trol of affairs. It has just been the case of
one friend helping another. :

The Premier: You eannot prove that. .

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: The files show
it and the files also show that those com-
mittees have used the compulsory purchage
clauses and have forced people to sell estates

No, but the Government did
Country

* affair.
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which those poople had no desire to dispose
of, T know of one particular instance which
was brought under my notice. A man had
two or three sons at the Front and he told
the committes that he had ne desire to part
with his land. He wanted to keep it for his
song, who were returning.

The Premier: What is his name?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The committee
said te that man, *If you do not sell your
land we will take it from you.”’ Then the
man quoted what he thought was a prohibi-
tive price and he expected that the com-
mittee would turn down his demand.

Mr. Maley: They surely have
threatened to do that?

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN:

never

I have been told
80.
l\tfr. O’Loghlen: And it is absolutely cor-
reet,

Hon. W. €, ANGWIN: This owner asked
what he considered was a prohibitive price
because e wanted to keep the land. Tt was
purchased by the committee and the resnit
wag that the land around that loeality was
considerably cnhanced in value, far in ex-
cesy of its real valuwe.

The Honorary Minister:
wns bought first.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Some of it was
bonght first, not all, The position was that
when the sons returned and found that the
father’s property had been sold, they went
to the Lands Department and asked whether
it wag to be subdivided and if so whether
they could take up a portion of it. The
Lands Department said, ‘‘Yes, we think
we ean sell it to you.”” But they asked
double the price which the father had re-
ceived. Naturally the sons had to go clse-
where. This is an example of what is done
ander the compulsory purchase clanse of
the Act. Now is the time to bring under
notica matters of this deseription and it is
for Ministers to answer the statements
which T have made.

The Premier: They are untrue,

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: We know well,
according to the files, that represontation
on these committees has hecome a family
I desire to compliment the Premier
on having reinstated Mr, John Robinson in
his old position. Mr, Robinson will stand
no hanky-panky tricka. He was removed
because of his honesty in the past. Mr.
Robinson always served the Government
honestly and straightforwardly while he was
& member of the repurchased estates com-
mittee and he always saw that the Govern-
ment received value for the money they
paid. Mr. Robinson is a practieal and quali-
fied farmer and he knows everything that
there iz to know about farming. He would
never be a party to seeing the Government
taken down,

Mr, Green: The Government have no time
for an honest man.

Hon. W. 0. ANGWIN: The Premier re-
alised that Mr. Robinsoen is an lonest man,

The other land
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because one of his first actions, on assum-
ing control, was to reingtate Mr. Robin-
8011,

The Premier:
sition.

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: T know, but there
are varjous ways of kicking a man out of
his position, Anyhow, I hope the Premier
will make the utmost use of Mr, Robinson’s
serviees. I know that some of the places
whieh have becn repurchased lately Mr,

He had resigned his po-

Robinson would have turned down with a
bang on account of the excessive prices
asked.

The Premier: How did you get that in-
formation$

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It dees not mat-
ter. [ got it. We know that Mr. Robinson
always looked after the intercats of the
State, and if he had remained there some of
the areas which lhiave been repurchased for
soldiers wonld never have been in the pos-
session of the Government to-day. Tt is
ngeesgary that the full faets of the cage
should he disclosed. It is necessary also
that the ecountry should he satisfied that
the large som of money which has been
lent by the Fodeval Government for the pur-
chase of estates has been spent wisely and
well, and there should not be placed on the
shovlders of the soldier an inerensed priec
becanse the Government have made a mis-
take in paying too much for the Iand. There
is no doubt this has happened before and
will happen agnin. If the Government buy
land like that reported to have heen pur-
chased at Domnybrook, one half of which
was rock and would not carry a sheep to
100 ncres, the cost of the unproductive por-
tion must be added to the value of the good
portion, thus necessitating inereased cost to
the soldier settler,

The Premier: I will take you down there,

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: T nsked the Pre-
mier to do so weeks ago and let us sec it
for ourselves. T had hoped we should have

made that visit before we dealt with the
Estimates.

The Premier: T wish T had taken you
and we¢ would have saved time on these

Estimates,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The question
raised by the member for Sussex (Mr.,
Pickeringd should receive investigation. I
am safe in saying that 73 per cent. of the
soldicrs heing settled on the land are really
replacing farmers who have gone off the
land, This is no good to the State; it is a
logs to the State. We are borrowing money
to rclease men who arc experienced in farm-
ing and to put others in their places,

The Premier:  That is true.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: T made ingnirics
in the Tastern districts during our recent
trip and was told that, in several instances,
really good men had leit the land beeause
they could see a profit by selling to the Gov-
crnment for repatriation purposes; and they
have gone away,

Hon, T, Walker:
them.

Gone East, some of

©are advertizsing in
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Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: And the State is
the poorer for them having gone. We can-
not carry out the policy of produce, pro-
duce, produce, if we take one man off the
land in order to put another on the land.
It would be better to leave the moncy with
the Tederal Government instead of burden-
ing oursclves with interest charges at 6 per
cent. unless we ecan inerease the number of
land holders in the State.

The Premier: So you shall.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: But we are not
doing s0. If the number of farmers on the
land does not .inerease there will be mno
greater benefit to Fremantle as the Premier
indicated; but if the number of farmers
does increase on ageount of the borrowed
money heing brought into the State under
the repatriation scheme, every seaport will
henefit.  "We shall not progress antil the
Londs Departmient ingist nmpon landowners
finding a customer before they are allowed
to leave their holdings. The department
should not find buyers for them, but should
findl other land for the settlement of soldiers.
This would give an opportunity to increase
the population on the land and develop the
farming industry and the State still forther,
but at present we¢ are wmerely paying out
loan money for land which is already de-
veloped and productive, and sending money
out of the State with those peaple who have
sold at a profit. I lhope the Premier will
look earefully inte this matter. We want
new settlers, but we do not want new set-
tlers merely to replace those already on the
land.

Mr, O'LOGHLEN (Torrest) [5.50]: The
whole of the transactions of this department
should be above suspicion, and I am prepared
to admit that, judging by the volume of
corregpondlence in the South-Western papers
regarding the purchase of estafes, sufficient
has been said to warrant a departmental or
other inquiry, Personally, I am opposed to
the poliey of any wholesale repurchase of
catates for sollier settlement or otherwise,
and I told the ex-Premier, Hon. H. 13. Le-
froy, so much a year or two ago. It is
paradoxical that, while on the ene hand we
the ‘British Austral-
asian’’ that we hnve 2o million acres of
Crown lands available for English settlers,
ou the other hand we have to borrow a large
sum of money to nequire land for the settle-
ment of returned soldiers. T am surprised
that the member for Sussex (Mr. Picker-
ing) did not deal more extensively with the
question of repurchased estates, becanse it
is common knowledge that a public meeting,
hield in his own eleetorate, was attended by
many praetical farmers who vigorously con-
demncd the proposals of the Government,

Mr. Pickering: T bhad a promise from the
Premier to visit and investigate that matter.

Mr, Q'LOGHLEN: The Premier may visit
and investigate the matter, but while the
aroma of suspicion still hangs around, it
kills confilence in the intending soldier
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selectors and leaves a very bad impression

on the minds of the general publie. The
member for North-East Fremantie (Mr.
Angwin) is quite correct in his statement

regarding the composition of the boards. 1
am not blaming the Premier for this, be-
cause he was not in office. Many members
of the board are well lnown to me and I
have no eharge against them, but no sooner
was the board of several old residents eon-
stituted in the South-West than a whole crop
of properties were unloaded on to the Gov-
ernment,  In regard to the acquisition of
the Donuybrook aud Nannup prepertics, I
imquired specially of several farmers whether
those propertics were likely to be taken up by
nien in the distriet who knew the value of
them. On the oceasion of my latest visif,
there was not a solitary applicant for those
properties which were aequired by the Gov-
ernment, '

The Premier: They are gone now,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: But to whom?

The Premier: To soldiers.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: And for that reason
the ITlouse should further inquire into the
matter aund demonstrate its sympathy with
those soldiers. No one knows better than
the Premier that we have become intoxieated
with the enthusiasmn that surrounds develop-
ment, whether of land or gold production or
development of other kinds. We have only
tu get peopls intcrested as they were during
the land boom a few years ago when every
second man in Perth was mad on going on
the land. As a result there must be failures.
A while ago, soldier friends of mine were
rushing hot-headed into thesf propositions
not knowing what was before them, The
bLest test of the value of these properties is
that imen in the district, knowing the value,
would be the first to send in applications.
While it has been a comparatively easy mat-
ter for some of the old settlers to unload
their properties on te the Government, it
has been excecdingly difficult for people with
sinall areas to get a purchaser through the
Government. A resident of my district, Mr.
Ockerby, had three small blocks which he
offered very cheaply. The Bunbury branch
of the Returned Soldiers’ Association dis-
cussed the matter and agreed that the price
was very low, bui the department did not go
even so far as to have an inspection made.

The Honorary Minister: What size were
the blocks?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: One hundred and
twenty acres; sufficient in that country, if
anything rather too much; but no inspection
was made. I know of a case in connection
with the Agricultural Bank; the applicant
was kept waiting eight months and the in-
spector has only gone there, this week, The
immigrant and his wife had almost given up
in despair, This is due, I suppose, to a
shortage of officers. That ean be remedied
and doubtless some of the inercase is im-
tended for that purpose.

The Premier: It shovld not take so long
as eight months.
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Mr. O’LOGHLEN: No. Mr. Ockerby
offerad his property to the Repatriation De-
partment and it was not considered worthy
of iuspection. The stereotyped reply one
gets from the department to-day is to the
effeet that if a soldier makes application for
this property and it appears to be suitable,
weg shall purchase it.

The Premier: That is ao.

Mr, O’LOGHLEN: Why was not that the
case in conneetion with the big properties?
The Ravenscliff estate, acquired from Mr,
J, L, Rose, consisted of 2,300 acres, of which
2,000 acres were hilly and stony and un-
suitable for the settlement of returned sol-
diers. I admit this is a motter of opinion,
bnt the files do neot indieate that the weight
of public opinton iz in favour of the re-
purchase board. I met a member of the
boavd one day and said, *‘It is remarkable
how you are huying up these estates with-
out having applications lodged tfor the pro-
perties whken you purchase them.’’ He sald,
‘I quite agree that no more cstates should
be purehased. In fact I am sending a re-
port in that no more should he purchased
until those already purehased have been set-
tled,’’ Fe added that therec was good value
in the properties acquired.

The Premier: It is strange that the South-
West always finds detractors among the peo-,
ple down there.

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: It is better to face
faets and be honest about the position and
not magnify the value of any property.

The Premier: No, have the full truth all
the time.

Mr., O'LOGHLEX: That is all T want, 1
have no desire io disparage the Govern-
meunt or deery the Sounth-West., The South-
West is o patehy problem. There is some
magnificent land and a lot of other quality.

The Premier: The same applies the whole
world over.

My, O'LOGHLEN: And partieularly to
the South-West.

Hon. P. Collier: The board have recom- -
mended the purchase of land at a price with-
out knowing what the vendor would sell for.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: We have the proposi-
tion of the Heppingsione Broa.’ estate. That
is 13 miles from a railway.

The Premier: They have bought that?

Mr. O’LOGHLEN : Yes, the Kendenup
property. When the proposal was first put
in by the owners for the Government to pur-
chase, this property was inspected by a loeal
officer and turned down. It was again of-
fered to the Government and again turned
down, znd on the third oceasion it was of-
fered at a reduced price, a drop, I think, of
£2,000, An officer was sent from Perth: he
reported favourably on the offer and the es-
tate was sequired. Is that a fact?

The Premier: I cannot tell you.
the files.

Mr., O'LOGHLEN: It appears to mc that
nnly persistency is required to get the Gov-
ernment to purchase estatcs, If ome is pat-
riotic enough te unload property on the Re-

It is on
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patriation Department, he cannot do wmuch
an his own, but if he has friends at court,
it makes a great difference. The ovwners of
big propertics in the South-West had friends
at court and the small owners had not.

Mr, Hardwick: The price was reduced.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: It only goes to show
that the opinion put forward by the local
inspector was varied. He turted it down,
net on the seere of price, but on aceonnt of
unavitability. We do not want the Govern-
ment to be hawking re-purchased properties
after having acquired them at excessive
prices. We do not want 2 property con-
taining 1,700 acres of ironstone ridges, as at
Avondale. It is deplorable that we should
be required to repurchase at all. If we have
the Crown lands available, Government
funds should be applied towards their de-
velopment rather than to the romoving ot
settlers of 30 or 40 years’ standing from
fheir holdings, and the taking advantage of
the exuberant spirit of intending settlers
who, T am afraid, will be disillusioned very
soon after the Government funds carmarked
for repatrintion purposes cut out,

Mr. Maley: I hope those disillusioncd set-
tlers do not come out as members of Parlia-
ment.

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: They weuld be foolish
“if they did, but T do not want them to be
disappointed with the project they now have
in view. The files indicate the necessity for
an inquiry as to the repurchasing of these
esiates, A gentleman was  appointed  an
agent of the Government with a salary of
£750 per annum.  He happened to be a very
old resident of the South-West, whore nll
his hosom pals reside. It is significant that
the properties of his very intimate frieuds
were quiekly acquired by the Government.

The Premicr: He did not buy his friends;
he hought the land.

AMr. OLOCGHLEN: As an agent of tho
Government he aequired the properties of
some of his most intimate friends, whereas
the small holder offering his bloek was
promptly turned down,

The Premier: No.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: I give yon the in-
stance  of Ockerby at  Wellington
mills, in the TFerguson Valley, onc of
the most fertile distriets in the South-
West., The property will stand any inspec-
tion, yet there has been no move by the Re-
patriation Department to acqwire if. With-
put any serious inspection the big properties
of influential residents of the South-West
are acquired by the Government, An inquiry
would divulge what percentage of loeal sect-
tlers with a knowledge of the estates have
applied for a block. It is not a very good
recommendation for an estate that not a
single loenl settler wants to purchase a block
of it. The infercnee is that the burden the
settlers will have to carry will prove too
heavy. The file shows that the country is
atony and hilly. If there is mot a sufficient
margin of first-class land included in his
block, the soldier settler will have no hope
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of succeeding. In the streets of Perth are
lhundreds of soldiers in most optimistic
frame of mind. They are off pearling; they
are going prospecting; they propose to take
up farming. Many of them are purchasing
little suburban businesses of wvery gquestion-
able value. They are all enthusiastic to get
into some vocation in which they will be
supporting themseives. It is those men the
Minister iz getting on to these rcpurchased
estutes. I do not objeet to that, but I say
it would abolish the doubts of the men who
do not know the locality if a few local set-
tlers were applying for the land awvailable,
Returned soldiers by the hundreds have gone
to that locality, but I have yet to learn the
names of any farmer rvesidents who applied
for blocks in the estate.

The Premier: I will get you that informa-
tion.

Mr. O°LOGHLEN; If of all the young
men reared in the South-West none apply
for those blocks, it would suggest that the
burden is too heavy. The policy of putting
an experieneed man off to put on one of in-
expertence is not a sound one. I do not say
that the allegations against the department
are all justifinble, but certainly we have
sufficient charges from the public meetings
in the South-West to warrant an inquiry.
Practical farmers say that the cestates are
not. worth the money. If that is seo, those
cstates shouldl not have been recommended
by an officer drvawing £750 per annum. The
publiec mectings in  the BSouth-West have
made out a case.

The Prewier: T had nothing to do with
the purchase of those estates.

Mr, O’LOGHLEN: No, but if the files
digelose that certain people have taken ad-
vantage of the Government, would it not be
hetter for the reputation of the Government
and at the same time instil some confidenece
in the soldier settlers, if the inguiry were to
put it right. Those publiec meetings demon-
strated that there was keen (lissntisfaction
in the district. T have read the speeches of
practieal farmers there wlo condemn the
proposal. And, after all, we cught to be
guided by such men.

The Premier: That is only in regard to
one estate.

Mr., O'LOGHLEN: There are twe of
them, one in particular, Ravenseliffe. A" few
weeks ago the member for Sussex was active
in secking information in regard to the pur-
chase of those estates, but he seems to have
gone cold again,

The Henorary Minister: The report of
the Ravenscliffe estatc shows that it was the
cheapest estate they have purchased.

Mr, O’LOGHLEN: Mr. Venn assured me
of that also, but there are people in the
Donnybrook district equally competent to
give an opinion. The Government should
take notice of the loeal committee. At the
public meeting the members of the local com-
mittee unanimously condemmed the purchase
of the property.
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Mr. Munsie: Is it not a fact that the loeal
committee resigned?

The Minister for Mines: Suppose they
advised the purchase of an estate irrespee-
tive of valuc.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I should net be
guided by the repatriation committee of
every district. It may happen that some in-
different eommittee wounld recommend a pro-
perty at a price above its value; but even
that would only be due to a network of in-
fluenee in a small distriet.

The Honorary Minister: The mistake was
that the people at that public meeting
thought the stony portion of the land was
being paid for. The report shows that the
board regarded it as valuecless, and did not
include it in the valuation of the property.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: Thke local people say
the valuation of the homestead is altogether
exaggerated. Before the hon. member decided
to uproot the famous orchard he went to
practical men for a report. On this occasion
he will not go to practical men, but ignores
them. The public meeting ealled on the Hon-
orary Minister fo resign, but he did not do
it. There was a risk invelved,

The Honorary Minister: No. My con-
stituents have a repatriation committee over
the border who are entirely opposed to the
other committee.

Mr. O’'LOGHLEN: The position is that
in the first place we are going in too exten-
gively for repurchasing. Secondly, I do not
think the hoard is the best that eould be
secured.  Their subsequent actions have
proved it. Tt is remarkable that three or
four big estates, some of them offered three
times to the Government, were eventually ae-
quired from intimate friends of the official
concerncd. My feur is that the soldiers going
from the eity will be attracted by the sur-
roundings and will not properly assess the
diffienlties that econfront them. When the
Government moncy set aside for the pur-
chnse i3 exhausted, those men will leave the
land, disheartcned and dispirited.

The Minister for Works: Will
mission put that right? .

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: No, but it would at
least remove the talk going round, clear up
the suspicion that attaches to the recom-
mendations made by Mr. Brazier in respect
of the properties acquired by the Govern-
ment, allay the feeling that the Government
have not had a fair erack of the whip, and
give confidenee to a soldier settler that he is
going on to a property that will permic of
his making good.

.  ¢om-

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr, O’LOGHLEN: I do rot wish to say
anything forther on the question of repur-
chased esfates, beyond expressing my sin-
cere hope that the Premier will go
thorouhly inte the matter and ascertain
whether the State has obtained fair valne
for the money expended, and swhether re-
asonable possibilities are ahead of the sol-
dicrs taking up those arens. In a country
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like Western Australin the success of one
department is largely dependent on the ac-
tivities of another department, and of late
years my experience has heen, partienlarly
as regards the South-West, that whilst an
offort is being made to scttle people on the
land, most discouraging results are met
with when those people, having heen settled,
seele the assistance of other departments. 1
refer partienlarly to the Railway Depart-
ment. I have in mind 2 large arca of coun-
try in the Nannup district, with some of the
finest soil in the State. The raflway faeili-
ties provided, however, are so insnfficient
that the settlers arc somefimes obliged, for
want of closer railway communication, to
drive their stoek to Balingup. Om a recent
vigit to the distriet I-noticed a man who
was driving pigs 2 distance of 28 miles to
the railway in order to catch the market,
Pcople on the land cannot succeed in such
cireimstances, The difficulty is that there
is only one train per week in that locality,
whereas before the war there were four
traings, or even five, per week,
The Premier: It will be altered.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: No donbt it Will he
altered if the settlers wait and wait, but
meantime they are likely to go through “the
bankruptey court, Where there is good
land, not only should the Lands Depart-
ment aid the settlers by every possible
means, but other Government activities
should also come to their assistance. A little
while agoe I referred to the inordinate de-
lays in inspection by the Agricultural Bank.
I know of a ease where inspection has been
hanging on for seven or eight months, and
I seppose the peopls concerned will never
go hack to the property again, as the hus-
band is undergoing an operation from
which the doctors think he is not likely to
recover. These people, who are settlers from
oversea, are unable to persevere any further,
having spent all their capital. T know of
another ecase, which I shall bring wunder
the notice of the Premier in writing, where
a man has been a farm manager for 25 years
in this country, and has eleared no less than
3,600 acres of our forest land. Of recent
years he has been managing a large estate,
which was sold to the Government, where-
upen his services were dispensed with. Then
he took up a block of land adjoining that
estate. That block must be in a fair loeality,
in view of the purchasec of the other estate
by the Repatriation Deparfment. He ap-
plied to the Agrienltural Bank for assist-
ance; and, in hig ahsence, an  inapector
viewed the land and reported that there was
too muel stony country. This man has had
a lifelong experience of Western Australian
land.

The Premier:
time at work,

Mr. O'LOGHILEN: ¥Yes. Ha is over 50
years of age. He must be a good worker.
The Premicr knows the people for whom
that man has worked during a number of
years. The man himself says that there are

He must have been a long
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not two acres of land in the whole block
that are unploughable, e considers it un-
fair that he should be turned down after
having cleared 30 or 40 ucres and built a
hut, while farmers on the Industries Assist-
ance Board are able to draw 9s, a day. In
some cases, though not a large percentage,
we know that those farmers will not show
good rvesults, The Premier knows, as every
member of this Committee knows, that a
certain percentage of assisted farmers will
never make good. But here is & man of vast
oxperience, anxious to launch out on his
own, and having sclected a piece of land
adjoining country purchased by the Repat-
rigtion Department; and it seems someswhat
illogical that the Agricultural Bank should
turn him down. .

The Premier: When the Agricultural
Bank make advances it is wrong, and when
they do not make advances it is wrong.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: The Premier cannot
point to much eriticisin directed against the
Agrieultural Bank in this Chamber. 1 am
not going to condemn the banlk’s inspector,
but I think the insufficiency of inapectors
often -leads to trouble of this kind.

The Premicr: ‘There is no doubt about
that.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: If the Premier agrees
that there is no doubt about that, he wmust
have some conccption of the difficulties con-
fronting people who are starting to earve
out 8 home for themselves. I have no de-
gire to discuss the matter at further length
just wow, because there will be opportunity
for that on the items. However, I believe
it is a reeord, certainly it is the first experi-
ence of the kind I have had during my 11
years in this Chamber, that the general dis-
cussion of the Lands Departmert Estimates
has been practically dropped by members
on the Government eross benches. Evidenily
thogse members are well satisfied. If their
constituents have no grievanees, it shews
that there has been improvement effoeted.
Another explanation might be that the
Country party are——

Hon. P. Collier: Moribund.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I will not say they
are moribund. There are one or two live
members in the party. But possibly the
party are reluctant to eriticise the Govern-
ment they have created, the Government
that are kept in power by the votes of the
Country party. I do not think the recent
shufe in the Lhnds Department, which was
responsible for introducing an Under Secre-
tary for Mines into that department, reflects
any eredit on the late Government. In my
opinion it savoured of a little influence be-
ing directed to favour one individual, Y
said so at the time in this Chamber. Tt was
demonstrated here then that the man ap-
pointed was a relative of the late Premier.

Hon. P. Collier: I think the late Premier
said it wag not so.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : The late Premier
very cleverly got out of the difficulty when
questioned by ihe member for Kalgoorlie.
That member asked the late Premier whether
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the gentleman appointed was s blood rela.
tion of his, and the Premier said no. But
there is no doubt he is a pretty pronounced
relntive of the late Premier all the same,
After a short experience it has been demon-
strated that the two positions of Surveyor
General and Under Secretary of the Lands
Department cannot be satisfactorily held by
the one officer; and the result has been that
other officers of the Lands Department, wheo
in my opinion were due for promotion yenars
ago, have hod to stand down whilst an offi-
cer wag brought in from the Mines Depart-
mont. Now, instead of economy being
effgeted, the officer in question is to retain
his position as Surveyor General at £800 g
year, and a new office will be ereated, and
those pulblic servants who are suffering from
blighted lopes will have to, like the settlers
waiting for a report from an inspector of
the Agrienltural Bank, hold on and carry on.
I could speank at considerable length, hut I
have a desire to help the Government to
transact their bnsiness. Therefore, I regerve
my further remarks until we cowe to diseuss
the individual items,

Mr. HICKMOTT (Pingelly) [7.40]: Un-
douhtedly a great deal of dissatisfaction ex-
ists with regard to the operations of the
Repatriation Department, and I was much
surprised when the Premier, in replying to a
question I asked recently, said he was not
aware that there was considerable dissatis-
faetion with that department. The Premier
asked me on that occasion to specify some
cases of dissatisfaetion. It is well known
that several soldiers have applied for blocks
on the estate to whieh my question referred.
It is also wcll known that another property
in the same distriet, known as Dohson’s pro-
perty, was inspected by the local repatria-
tion board, and that the inapector of the
Repatriation Department did not visit that
property at all. He went only as far as
Brookton, where he learnt that the property
wag 20 miles out. Thereupon he said, ‘‘That
iy quite suflicient; it is too far away for a
returned goldier.’”” The soldier was offered
that property, comprising 2,000 aeres, for
£1,600. Tt is well fenced with dog-proof
fencing, and is well cleared, and has an
assured rainfall.  The returned soldier
wanted the property for grazing purposes
only; and the Premier knows that a number
of the gentlemen who waited on him at Bev-
cricy lately regarding railway extension are
doing very well in the same locality from
grazing puranits only. The soldier was also
offered 500 cwes by the man selling the
property, so that we would have had a fair
start. It is high time that these matters
were eleared up. Indeed, the general body
of returned soldiers hanging about from day
te day waiting on the Repatriation Depart-
ment in Perth are seething with dissatisfac-
tion; and I fear that unless something is
done to get these soldiers settled on the land
there will be ructions before long.

The Premicr: The frouble artses from a
few people who cannot sell their properties.
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Mr, HICKMOTT: The property I refer
to is a good property, and has been offered
cheap, As regards tlie repurchased estates
in the South-West, I know some of that
country very well, having looked at it when
in search of a property on my first arrival
in Western Australia. One place I know of
has been purchased in the South-West
against the wishes of the owner, who has
sons uway at the Froat. When asked to sell
his property, he said he wanted it for his
hoys. It iz a scandalong thing, if it is true,
that this man should have been compelled
to sell his property. I understand that ono
of the sons has now purchased the home-
stead back from the Gioverminent at £12 or
£12 10a, per acre, whilst the Government pur-
chased the property at £7 per acre, Suvch
things want clearing up. With reference to
the remarks of the member for North-East
Fremantle ns to this party always asking for
something on behalf of the farmer, 1 deny
that T have ever demanded that the farmer
- ghould be spoon fed. I defy hon. membera
on the Opposition benches to prove that I
ever requested to be spoon fed or that I up-
held the prineiple. I have always been
against it.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: T said, some of them.

Mr. HICKMOTT: The Government should
give the people the best facilities they ean
for getting their goods to market, and should
provide in the carly stages roads and
water supplies, Any man who goes on the
land should be quitc prepared to do seme-
thing for himself, I know as much about the
hardships and diffienities of pioneering as
any man in the House, or in this country. I
was never spoon fed by any Government. In
my carly days we did not know what it was
to apply to the Government for assistanée.
We had to do what we eould for oursclves,
or got off the land. T hope the Government
will clepr up these rumours which are going
about. If land has been purchased at an ex-
orbitant price, through the influence of rela-
tions or friends, we should know whether it
is true or not. It is only ridiculing the Gov-
ernment and diserediting the soldiers them-
sclves to permit of such a thing, We have
dozens of returned soldiers who are frying
to get some place on the land. They want it
very badly. Several fine types of men who
have been farmers in other countries, and
have been on the land here, have come to me.
Some of them have been irying for five or
six months to settle somewherc.

The Premier: I told you a couple of years
ago that it wonld be so, but you did not be-
leve me. '

Mr. HICKMOTT: ‘They are stil! without
any land. Two young fellows came to see me
last weck. We saw Mr. MeLarty, who ad-
vised them to go to the Brooklands estate,
saying that it was a well improved place and
that the eonnfry was splendid. He was sure
they would be satisfied down there, but that
was all he had to offer them., One young
fellow went down and reported that the land
was good but that the price was £15 an acre,
the land being sebdivided into 20 or 30 acre
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blocks. Any settler on that land would be
called upon to lay out a good deal of money
in machinery, and build o homestead before
he could live there, How is it possible for
any soldier to make good on a proposition of
thnt kind? This young fellow came back
without applying for the land as he thought
it too heavy a burden to carry. There is a
place which came specially under my notice,
for it is in my own eclectorate. It is only
three miles from a siding. It eontains 800
acres, and a man and his wife have done
very well on it, This man i3 offering
the property as a going concern at £2 an
acre, I think six or seven different soldiers
have jooked at it, and half a dozen applica-
tions are in for it. The authorities, however,
say it is too big a place for one man to
handle. It is ready for anyone to take up
as a going concern, and any new settler
could begin producing at once. The amount
involved is ouly £1,800, and yet the authori-
ties say it is too big 2 place for one man,
If we are geoing to do that sort of thing in
connection with a property so close to a rail-
way, whoere people are doing well as it is,
and the property is recommended by the
local farmers whe understand the district
and know what they are talking about, how
are we going to settle our returned soldiers?

Mr. MALEY (Greenough) [7.50]: It is
strange that, in a State containing 400
million acres of unalienated land, it should
be necessary to scour the country to purchase
or repurchase estates for soldier settlement.
I agree with a great deal of what has been
said by the member for North-East Fre-
mantle (Mr. Angwin). It is a very had
policy to buy one man out and put another
man in.  ‘When speaking, the hon. member
stated that soldiers were being charged for
the land twiec ns much as the Government
had paid for it. The hon. membeor must
know that, taking it on a Dbasis of a 20
rears’ lease, with interest at five per cent.
on the eapital valne, land purchased at 20s.
an acre works out at 11s. in the pound in-
terest. In the case of a 40 years’ lease,
which is the term allowed for our soldiers
who take up land, the amount would be 22s,
in the pound. The Goverameut are charg-
ing soldiers deulle the price of the land, but
that is the reason for it. These estates have
to be resurveyed and reclassified, and there
are the administrative charges and interest,
cte,, which increase the initial capital value
by 100 per cent, That lias been the case
with all the repurehased ecstates sines 1909—
with the Bowes estate, the Narra Tarra, the
Onkabella, and Avondale estates, The few
settlers who have gone on to these properties
have not yet been ahile to mnke good owing
to the extremely high overhead costs.  The
same condition of affairs will apply here in
the future when the initial period of five
years, when no claims at all will be made,
is finished, After five years the soldier will
have to earn more than 10 per cent. of his
eapital to enable him to pay his way and the
interest and sinking fund, which will come
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into operation after the fifth year, The
allegations made by members on the Opposi-
tion benches are only intended to stir up
members on the cross benches to prolong the
debate. We should look for the development
of the State in general. I am not coneerned
about any particular portion of it, whether
it be the South-West or the North-West.
There is any amount of scope for develop-
ment in both parts of the State, The Pre-
mier would be wise to cstablish settle-
meut in the North-West. I do not take
much notice of the remarks which have been
made in regard to compulsory resumption,
either of pastoral or any other class of land.
Any cffort at compulsory resumption is go-
ing to defeat the object that it is intended
to carry out. The Premier knows that there
has been some dissatisfaction owing to the
fact that nmo estates have been repurchased
in the Geraldton district. In my opinion the
board are quite justified in turning downm
the scveral propositions placed before them
at the prices asked. The owners of these
estates, however, were quite prepared to go
te arbitration in the matter of values and,
in their opinion, the result of that arbitra-
tion wonld have been that the Government
wonld have had to pay an amount slightly
in excess of that originally asked. The fact
that the Government are out to purchase es-
tates for soldiers has enhaneed land values.
1t is only human nature for people to put
a slightly inereased priece on their land in
such circumstances. I should like the Pre-
mier to state what has happened in connee-
tion with the throwing open of the arca that
was purchased about nine months ago at
Carnamah. This estate was repurchased for
£27,000 and if settlement had been expe-
dited the soldiers comld have secured the
benefit of Tast season. What are the inten-
tions of the Government in regard to the re-
classification and reappraisement of the pas-
toral leases? If Mr. Canning is to make a
personal inspection, or reclassification, of
every individual pastoral lease, it will take
him 20 years to complete the work, By that
time the extension of the leases to 1948 will
have come ahout. It seems to me absolutely
imposgible that an individual clasgification
will be’ made in all these areas which have
been alienated under pastoral leases, com-
prising 230 million acres. The Premier gave
no actnal details as to how long this par-
ticular work wonld take. The outlook for
the future is more than bright and the op-
timism of the Premier has tended to cause
people to lock on the brighter side of things.
Although at the end of the mnext five years
or so the new soldier settlers will have to
begin paying the moncy back to the Trea-
gury, the State itself is increasing its faeili-
ties in regard to agriculture generally. I
refer particularly to butter and bacon fac-
tories and freezing works. T hope, in the
intervening period, while these men are
getting hold of the land and establishing
themselves, that such conditions will prevail
that they will be able to enjoy many more
facilities than the unfortunate settlers did
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who were on the land in the past., We are
urged to turn to mixed farming, and to
the growing of wheat and sheep together,
but in my opinion farming has been mixed
ever since Adam commenced operations.
Under thosc conditions I have referred to,
I think the future holds out better prospects
in regard to the returns from agriculture
than unfortunately have prevailed in the
past.

Mr. PIESSE (Toodyay) [8.0]: During
the course of the trip which members took
through the eastern wheat belt a fow
weeks ago I was able to collect some in-
teresting figures, which I intend to quote to
the House to show how assisted farmers
have been able to succeed with the aid of
the Industries Assistance Board. The
Lahour Government we all know initiated
that schemie of assistance, ‘and the
results in many instances have lheen
highly satisfactory. While we were
out on that trip of inspection, I inquired
inte a number of cases casually and T
am able to give seven insiances to ahow
how the farmers have progressed with
the fingncial help which was given to them.
T will not mention names but will deseribe
ench farmer by a letter of the alphabet.
A’ js a farmer at Korrelocking. At the
end of 1915 he owed the LA.B £1300, To-
day that man does not owe the board any-
thing and he has 1,600 aeres under crop,
promising a very high average. He also
has his whole equipment free. ‘““B’7 is a
farmer at Korrclocking who at the end of
Jung, 1915, owed the Industries Assistance
Board £1,000. Now he is free of debt and
he has 450 acres under erop, also promising
2 high average. **C*' is another farmer who
is well known to the member for North-
East Fremantle (Mr. Angwin). He arrived
on his holding with a shilling, but because
of the assistance he got from the Industries
Asgistance Board he has been able to pull
through., At the end of 1915 he owed the
board £1,100. To-day he has a 450-acre
erop promising a very high average, and he
hag in addition several hundred pounds cash
jin hand. ‘D’ ig a farmer at Trayning.
He owed the board £1,500 in 1915, To-day
he is free of debt and has wheat in the
peol valued approximately at £600, ‘'R
18 also a farmer at Trayning who was for-
merly a civil servant. He went out there
with very little ecapital, and becoming
stranded secured the assistance of the board.
In 1915 he owed the board £1,500. To-day
he is off the board and has 530 acres under
c¢rop, promising a high average., ‘‘F?’ ia a
returned soldier. At the end of 1917 he
owed the board £1,100. Te-day he owes
£115 and has 520 aeres promising a
20-bushel average. I just made in-
quiries ahout these eases at random. I
could have made myself familitar with many
more instances of farmers having pot into
a sound position if I had cared to do so.
My desire, however, is to emphagiss the
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boon that the Industries Assistance Board
has Leen to the farming community and the
fact that men have paid back money ad-
vanced to them and that many others will
do likewigse. There are still a good number
in the struggling stage, and if it is at all
possible for those men to make good, they
will surely do so. A pleasant feature is the
faet that a number of properties which were
abandoned a little time ago are now being
taken up again and anything that is of a
promising nature is being applied for. I re-
gret our friends opposite have so frequently
made searcastic references to the assist-
anee whieh is given to the farming com-
munity, The farmers, however, are bhadly
in need of wire for fencing, and if
it were ounly possible for those people
in the eastern areas to be free of one pest
only, namely, the wild dog, it would be
possible for them to depasture thousands of
store stock and prepare them for the mar-
ket, The unfortunate part is that, as soon
as o man gets a few sheep, he is not able to
protect them beeanse his fences are not dog-
proof. The wild dogs arc not nomerons and
I do not suppose that in an area 100 miles
square there would be more than befween
A0 to 100 dogs.  Still, that number effee-
tively prevents a settler securing store
sheep. Some, however, are able to purchase
eattle, but it is only those who are in more
favourable ¢ircomstances who ean do that.
[ know of one instanee where a man secured
355 store bullocks and they are almost in
a marketable condition. The wild dogs will
not towch that kind of stock. The Govern-
ment should make some effort in the diree-
tion of assisting the farmers to destroy the
native dog pest. Repeated representations
have heen made in this regard, but nothing
has been done by way of engaging the ser-
vices of a capable man. It may be possible
to get a community of farmers to do that
worlk amongst themsclves. T am perfectly
convinced, however, that any steps taken
would be very good business and wonld
enabie the farmers to secure some stock,
at any rate, for their holdings. I regret
there should be any justification for the
remarks made by the member for North-
East Fremantle (Mr. Angwin} in connec-
tion with repatriation work. The hon,
member stated that undue influence had

. been used in connection with the purchase of

properties, and I agree that if such a thing
exista an inguniry should be held. So far as
buying up ready-made farmg is concerned,
that is largely dee to the desire of the sol-
dicrs themselves. Nine ont of 10 returned
men prefer to go on an improved property.
I£ we show a returned seldier virgin eountry
he will say immediately, ‘It is of no use,
T prefer improved land.’? I do not know
of any partieular favour having been shown
to soldiers in my distriet. I know that some
large propertics have heen rtefused by the
Repatriation Department or the Laad Board,
and that very few small holdings have beon
Bought up unless it be where the owner has
been financially inveolved and he has pre-
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ferred to sell rather than carry on himself;
but I repeat it is mainly owing to the Me-
site of the returned men themselves that
improved farms have been purchased, There
is a large area of good country north of
Dowerin  which could be very profitably
settled, but it would require a new ling of
railway to epen it up. I want to stress the
faet that whatever assistanee has been given
to the farmer, that assistance was first given
at the instanee of our friends opposite. It
was on their initiative that those steps were
taken and splendid work wasg done by them.

Hon, P. Collier: It has slackened off con-
siderably since then.

Mr. PIESSE: T believe it has continved
in its usual flow, True there were grievous
errors made in the settlement of the coun-
try through lack of knowledge. To-day,
however, we bhave a board working on a good
footing, and I am safe in saying that the
settlement of the couutry will be earried
out in g proper manner, and we have, aa the
leader of the Qpposition knows, instead of a
eontinual wail as in the past, expressions of
satisfaction from a contented commurity.

Mr. ANGELO (CGascoyne) [8.13]: Dur-
ing the last few months I have been ap-
proached by a large number of returned sol-
diers with requests that T should try to get
some of them settled on pastoral areas. Hon.
members must be satisfied that there is no
industry in this State that pays so well as
the pastoral industry. From the various eon-
versations T have had with oiflicers of the
Repatrintion Department I have come to the
conclusion that they are of opinion that
the nssistance offered by the Government to
settle returned soldiers in pastoral arcas is
not adequate. That is altogether opposed to
the experienee T have pained in the Gascoyne
distriet. Some 16 or 17 years ago I was sent
to open a new bank in the Gascoyne district,
and during the time I looked after that bank
the ingtitution was responsible for starting
14 or 16 new stations. I ean safely say that
in most instances there was not as muech
eapital furnished with which to make a start
as the Repatriation Board are offering to the
returned soldiers to-day to enable them to
make a”commencement in this direction. One
case comes to my mind at the present mo-
ment.  An applicant who came to the hank
for asgistance had n eapital of £500 with
which to start in the industry, and the eoun-
try he took up was 210 miles from a port.
That man pow is in a very flourishing posi-
tion, and T know that he has invested £1,600
in war lpans. That proves my contention
that the assistance offered by the Govern-
ment is adequate. Another case occurs to my
mind, and the member for Kalgoorlie will
know thke man to whom I am referring. A
friend guaranteed this man £1,000 and he
cstablished himgelf in the industry. Some
vears afterwards he sold out to his son, whe
is now thriving and is able to run his own
motor ear. I contend the Government wounld
be safe in encouraging men with a eertain
amount of experience to settle on pastoral
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areas, and I believe that with £1,250 or
£1,500 a man could make a satisiactory com-
mencement. Another trouble is that there are
very fow pastoral areas offering. I regret
that the pastoral area on the Murchison, to
whiech I referred last year, has not proved
aatisfactory. I was led to believe that a
good portion of the country near Hamelin
Pool could be settled by returned soldiers. I
was guided in that opinion by the knowledge
and cxperience of several men who had seen
it, but further inspection has proved that it
is not suitable, A notice of motion has becn
abled by the member for Mt. Magnet (Mr.
Troy) suggesting that all pastoral land
within 50 miles of a port should be resumeod
by the Government, That is not going to
help us very mneh. It is a bad policy to re-
pudiate a contract which the resumption of
such land wonld amount to, espetially when
that land is carrying all the sheep it possibly
can carry, The member for North-East Fre-
mantle (Mr. Angwin) has pointed ont very
wisely that it is not good policy to take ome
man off a holding to put another on, but T
contend that if the Government took the
right measures, a good deal of pastoral land
could be found., Members who get the cir-
culars from the different station agenfs
doing Dbusiness in Perth wiil have noticed
that there is o large number of properties al-
ways on hand for sale. I suggest to the Gov-
ernment, as [ suggested to the Minister some
months ago, that a cireular lctter be sent to
every pastoral lessee in the northern portion
of the State pointing out that land is re-
quired for returned soidiera and that, under
the Repatriation Act, the Government have
the power to resume the land if thoy so de-
gire. These pastoral lessces should be asked
i€ they are prepared to put a price on their
holdings or any portion of their holdings
which they are not using., I can assure the
Committee that 40 or 50 per cent. of the pas-
toral holdings in the Gascoyne distriet alone
arc not being fully utilised at the present
time. There are men with 200,000 to 600,000
acres who are using only probably half
their holdings. A circular letter of the des-
eription T have mentioned would lcad fo =
geod deal of land heing offered to the Gov-
ernment and, as it would he praetieally un-
improved, it could be acquired at a very rea-
gonable figure. If the lessee did not put a
reasonable priee on any land he was offering,
the Government would have an opportunity
to bring that section of the Repatriation Act
providing for resumption into operation. Tt
would be a good idea to make an inspection
of our pastoral land which has not been
alienated, There is a lot of good eountry
200 wmiles from Carnarven which is being
taken up, some for sheep grazing and some
for ecattle raising. Reecently an application
was made to the officer in charge of repatria-
tion for assistanec for two young men who
had aequired a property 150 miles out of
Carnarvon. The application was disposed of
by a minute on the file to the effeet that it
was too far from a port for wool earting.
The man I quoted, who started with £500,
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was 21¢ miles out and he made good. Much
land which is now considered to be too far
out could be brought into prefitable produe-
tion, cspecially when pastoralists are going
in for wool scouring as they are doing and
are thus cutting down carting expenses to a
eousiderable extent. May [ eompliment the
Premier on the business acumen he showed in
arranging the business trip to the Eastern
wheat bLelt, I only voice the opinion of the
Committee when I say that the small expense
imvolved will b amply repaid to the State.
There arc members of this House who had
no idea of what splendid country we have in
the wheat belt, but semething should be done
almogt immediately to make’ better use of
that country, In the report of the Royal
Commission on agriculture, a couple of ycars
ago, will be found the account of a visit to
South Australia.  The members of the Com-
mission were very mueh impressed with the
methods of conserving crops adopted there.
It would be good policy if the Government
secured  the serviees of one of those
farmers who has been going in for
crop preservation, to advise our settlers
what to do. I belicve the land those
farmers have heen eultivating in South Aus-
tralin is very similar ta our own, but they
have longer periods of drought and their dry
scilgons  oceur more frequently thau  ours.
According to our records, we have omc dry
season in about every four vears. From
what we saw of the abundant crops in the
LEastern  wheat belt, surcly sufficient could
be prescrved to earry the farmers over the
eycle of dry scasons. The Government should
engonrage these farmers to consarve water to
a larger extent than they do at present. To
put down v00 or 800 yard tanks is trifling
with the business; the Government should
ingist that at least 2,000 yard tanks shouid
be sunk. I feel confident that the proper
preservation of feed during the good seasons
to use in the dry seasons and the more ample
conservition of water will lead to a vast new
provinee being added to the State. From
what T saw there are great areas of splendid
land not yet touched and the Government,
instead of buying out the old estates and
replacing okl experienced men with new men,
ghould handie that task and arrange for
large strips of the virgin forest to Dbe cut
down and wade available for eultivation,
This conld be done by sending out bands of
soldiers to elear the country for a start and,
as it ia cleared, it could be eut up and handed
over to the returned seoldier to form his
future home. The Premier said he considered
all the butter required for Perth could be
gupplied by the wheat belt during five months
of the year. T cannot see why it could not
be supplied all the year round. Bven in
Carnarvon we have made butter in our own
homes all the year round, simply by using
a little ice in the hot weather. Tf feed were
preserved in the way recommended by the
Royal Commission to make surc of a supply
of green fodder nll the year round, it should
be possible to make butter all the year round.
This is one of the things we ahould look
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forward to; the State should no longer im-
port botter and commodities of that kind
which we ourselves can produce in Western
Australia. I hope the Premicr will gee his
way to arrange morc of these business trips.
We shonld know more about the Esperance
district and, Jastly, the North-West is de-
serving of a visit say Dby a small band of
8ix or seven members.

Mr. Griffiths: Why limit the number?

My, ANGELO: It would be too expensive
to arcange for many members to make the
trip. Porhaps a committee could be ap-
pointed to deeide who should go, but let hoth
sides of the House be respresented and an-
other place as well. If an extended tour of
the North-West were arranged during the re-
cess, the members making the trip eould pay
for their own food and drink, if necessary,
but the Government should provide the tran-
sport facilities, Let it be a purely business
trip. If such a trip were arvanged, it would
mean an immense thing for that part of the
State, Tt would show members what the
North-West can offer in the way of land for
scttlement, and I am eertain it would be the
beginning of bringing that buge asset, which
at present is hardly touched, into develop-
ment and thus assist materially in the ad-
vancement of the State.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Alitchell—Nor-
tham—in reply} [8.25): I knew full well
five years ago that the time would come
when T should be attacked in connection with
the scttlement of soldiers ou the land. I
told the Fouse two years ago that this would
happen.

Hon. W. O, Angwin: You did not know
then that you would be in charge and would
be attacked.

The PREMIER: T hoped so, but I did
know a year before that when 1 was in Mel-
bourne and saw that the Prime Minister had
a lot of money available to prepare Jand
against the hone ecoming of the soldiers. T
have had something o do with the settle-
ment of pcople on the land and, when there
arc 3,000 people to be seftled, it takes a
time. One cannot do it in five minutes. The
member for Pingelly (Mr. Hickmott) men-
tioned the case of one scldier here and an-
other soldier there. I know of 1,000 or 2,000
soldicrs. We have settled 1,230 up fo the
23rd of this month.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
areas?

The PREMIER: But for the Act of last
year, we would not have been able to settle
half this number. We are placing these
men on the land at the rate of 50 a week.
Each weck we settle a strip of land equal in
length to that strip from here te Pinjarra
and a mile wide. I am willing to appoint
men to the staff in order that this work may
be ecarried out as quiekly as possible, buat
members should he a litfle reasonable. Tt
is a very big job which should bave been
undertaken two years ago and pnshed then
as actively as we are pushing it to-day.

On how many ncw
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Mr, Pigkering: It
started in 1914,

The PREMIER:
the very latest.

Mr, Harrizon:
opinion.

The PREMIER: No.

Hon. ¥, Collier: None of you expressed it
very emphatically 12 months ago.

The PREMILER: So far 3,592 men have
applied, and 1 think 4,000 will apply alto-
gether. Up to the present, 2,275 have been
qualified and 1,230 have.been settled. Up
to five months age, 360 soldiers had been
settled on, the land, and about 900 have
been settled within the last five months,
As [ said before, we arc settling thom at
the rate of 50 a week. There always will
be ecriticism of the scheme so long as it
lasts, To-night we have heard quite solemmly
and serionsly from members that we are
always wrong when we make purchases,
There was never a purchase which some
meniber did not say was wrong and shonld
not have been made. The member for Pin-
gelly spoke both ways, and the same applics
to the member for Forrest, in fact to every
member who spoke.

Mr, Harrison: Yon are wrong there,

The PREMIER: With the cxception of
the leader of the Country party. It always
will be se. We are doing nll that can be
done. Mr. MeLarty is the best officer for
the job, and I believe no man knows more
about the land or can put up a greater
fight for the returned soldiers. It is ‘a mis-
take to take one man cff the land aud put
another on, but that cannot always Dbe
avoided. The system has grown up and it
must continue to some extent, It does not
always happen that the. man already on the
land is doing the best with it. As far as
we can we are settling Crown lan@s, but
the soldier sees that his friends have gowe
on to made farms, and so he wants the
same advantage. We have many Crown
lend blocks surveyed and ready, but the
goldiers do not want them, I am exercising
careo to see that thc soldiers get value in
their made farms, and T want to sce also
that they get land that will give them a
fair chanee. Mowsgver, it iz not neeessnry
for me to worry on this score, because Ar.
MeLarty and his board will see to it. The
cstates mentioned to-night were purehased
before I beeame Minister. I believe they
were purchased at a reasonable price and
quite fairly, and T was altogether surprised
to hear the member for North-East TFre-
mantle say that undue influence was used.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Tt is common tall.

The PREMIER: Yes, but what is the
value of common talk? T£ anv one of us
were to hear what his hest friends have
said of him during the past 24 houwrs I do
not know what he would think of himself,
I de not believe any member of the board
has been influgnced. T believe that cach
member of the bonrd is an honourable man,
and I think we ought to be very careful
vtefore impugning anybody’s character.

should have heen
Well, two years ago ab

You were not alone in that
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Mon, W, C. Angwin: You have not read
tho files,

The PREMIER: The hon. member can
have all the files, and any information
he desires. Ie ean go to the office and sce
any of the files there and inquire into any-
thing in which he is interested.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: If the files were
here to-might we eould quote from them,

The PREMIER: They were here, but
they had to be tuken baek, for they arve in
usc. The hon. member can see any file he
wighes; in fact I should be glad if any hon.
member wouid go through the files and
point out to me anything he considers
wrong. No botter men, no more honcurable
men, no men move keenly interested in their
work could be found than the three mem-
bers of the hoard, '

Hon. W. C. Angwin: How often was the
porsenael of the board changed?

The PREMIER: I do not know, I made
congiderable changes myself, beeause the
surveyors on the hoard were required for
other work., Only for that reason did T
make the changes.

Hon. P. Collicr: Tn one cage & member of
a board recommended the purchase of Jand
adjoining his own. Subsequently that mem-
ber resigned and sold his own land to the
board at the price which he had previously
helped to fix in the case of his neighbour’s
land.

The PREMIER: I know nothing of that.

Hon. P. Collicr: A member of fhe board
resigned and wired to the department re-
commending & man to take his place. Is
that proper?

The PREMTIER: No, it is not; probably
it was thoughtlessly done. All the same, 1
donbt if any man has been on the hoard
who conld not be trusted. Most certainly
the hoard of to-day ecould not be ques-
tioned. When an estate is offered it is
classificd by the departmontal officers, Then
the board inspect and report. The report
is submitted to the soldier settlement hoard,
and they have to approve before the pro-
perty is purchased. No system could be
moro complete,

Hon. P. Collier: In onc case they offered
a price boforc they asked if the owner

wanted to sell. He accepted at, onge, That
is not busincss.
The PREMIER: No, it is not. I doubt

if it could happen now. I am perfectly will-
ing to give the fullest information to any
member of the Fouse. Every acre of Crown
land fit for scttlement will be settled, whether
by soldiers or civiliang, I have not yet seen
the estates referred to, but I hope to do so
as soon as the session is over, which will be
next week if hon, members will put through
the Estimates and pass a few Bills.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You can get away
as soon a3 your Estimates are through,

The PREMIER: T could not leave the
hon. member here. The member for Forrest
said that the farms were wot inspected. He
also referred to another property which he
said had been offered, turned down, and sub-
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sequently bought at a reduction of £2,000,
Surely that is explicable. The member for
York said something about the land at Har-
vey. If hon. members take up every cage
brought to them they will be pretty Dbusy.
The Harvey land was sold. We have been
going into the matter during the past few
months, and I think that within the next day
or two the soldiers will have an opportunity
for selecting a good area of that land; be-
cause L believe 1t will come back to us, one
fairly large purchaser having expressed his
willingness to let us have the land for the
soldiers. Pastoral lands must be made avail-
able to soldiers. Mpr. Canning is down here
now, and we arc discnssing the matter with
him, We have a board of expert pastoral-
ists whoae duty it is to advise us in regard
to the sgettlement of soldiers on pastoral
arens. The utmost care will have to be exer-
cised in this connection, hecauvse the settle-
ment of a number of men of limited capital
on pastoral lands is not an easy matter.
Many men have succeeded in the past, due
largely to their knowing the district and
being helped by surrounding friends, which
is a very differeat case from that of trying
to gmettle a large number of men with no
friends in the loeality, T have offered the
fullest information in respect of all that has
happened concerning soldier settlemment, and

“again I proffer the fullest detail at any time

an hon. member may require it. I am only
anxious fo sec that the soldier gets a fair deal,
while at the same time the interests of the
State arve protected. No hon. member knows
hetter the value of the farmers and the sol-
dicrs to the State than docs the member for
North-last Fremantle, whose district was
once a fairly dull place. In recent years
Premantle hag been considerably livened up
by the farmers.

Hon. W. ©, Augwin: My electorate has
been the most lively in Weatern Australia
for the last 20 years.

The PREMIER: N, it was ahsolutely
dead, until the farmers came to its assist-
ance. It is now likely to be considerably liv-
encd up by the returned soldiers.

Ttem, postage, stationery, travelling, trans-
port, ete., £2,800:

Mr, SMITH: This is a glaring instance
of expenditure being covered up by camou-
fizge. No information is given. Moreover,
the item has been excceded by £1,000. This
Year it includes ‘‘agistment of starving
stock.”” I should like to know how much
money has been spent in this connection.

The PREMIER: This item dates back to
1914, and it may contain a few shillings ont-
standing on aecount of agistment of starving
stock, The decrcase this year is due to ex-
penditure wpon soldier settlement, which
amounted lagt year to £781, being transferred
to the soldier vote.

Ttem, Surveys gencrally, £2,070:

Mr, Q'LOGHLEN: I desire to obtain an
undertaking from the Premier as rogards the
future policy of the department. Survey par-
ties are sent out periodieally, but they are
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not located in the right district at the par-
ticular season of the ycar. When there is a
specially wet winter, and transport is exeep-
tionally - difficult in the South-West, survey
parties arc sent there, whereas they should
be sent to the drier portions of the State in
the winter time and utilised in the South-
Waest during the summer months. FPossibly
ag an electioneering dodge, a survey party
was sent to Nornalup during the winter. It
was waterlogged a few days after arrival in
the distriet. Sufficient foresight is not shown
in the direction.of the survey parties.

The PREMIER: T entirely agrec with the
hon. member, and effect has already been
given to all that he suggests. ’

Mr. Nairn: A survey party was sent {o
Bridgetown last week.

Mr, MALEY: 1s it the Premier’s inten-
tion to revert to the old system of distriet
survey offices? They were abolished on the
plea of economy. '

The PREMIER: I believe in decentralisa-
tion, and I realise that survey work cannot
be done satisfactorily under any other con-
ditions. There are district survey offices at
Northam, Bridgetown, and Narrogin; and a
competent” surveyor is being sent to Gerald-
ton,

Mr. GREEN: Are surveyors proceeding
from Nornalup to Manjimup4

The Premijer: They will be in that dis-
trict. Not many of them are there yet.

Mr, GREEN: Four or five weeks ago they
ware between Denmark and Nornalup, al-
thongh the cowntry was covered with water.

The Premier: That is the railway survey
party. '

Mr. GREEN: Is this survey to be like
the survey for the Esperance railway?

The Premier: Very Like that.

Mr. GREEN: Then it is only bluff stakes
so far as the Premier is concerned. A rail-
way from Denmark to Nornalup and Deep
River wonld, under certain conditions, bLe
thoroughly justified; but I believe it is at
present impracticable ¢to build a railway
from Denmark to Manjimup, becanse &
great deal of that country will not be sct-
tled for many years.

The PREMIER: Both the line mentioned
by the hon. member and the Esperance rail-
way will be bnilt as scon as they can ho
built economically.

Item, Wages, surveyors’ assistants, chain-
men, and labourers oceasionally employed,
£3,600:

Mr, BROWN: Tast year’s estimates for
this item was £2,000, and £3,441 was spent.
This year’s estimate is £3,600. What are the
reasons for the increase?

The PREMIER: Tt is the same old
answer, that the inerease is due to increased
petivity. Perhaps I should explain  that
surveys of land for sale are made from
Loan Votes, which will come before hon.
members presently.

Ttem, Expenses incidental to surveys gen-
erally, including purchase of mathcmatical
instruments, horses, znd equipment for sur-
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veyors, forage for horses, repairs to equip-
ment, freight and carriage, travelling, eamp,
and sustenance allowances, and upkeep of
mator cars, ete., £3,430,

Mr. LAMBERT: What is the expendi-
ture on each of these items, and especially
on the last? .

The PREMIER: T have not the details
Itere, but I will get them for the hon. mem-
ber if he desires them. When camps are
heing set up, forage found for horses,
vehicles purchased and sustenance allowance
%iven for the men, £3,000 does net go very
ar.

Item, Purchase of motor ear, £270;

Mr, BROWN: To what does this item
refer? If it is a second-hand motor car, it
will probably prove a complete loss to the
State ai this price, and the Committee
should not pass the item.

The PREMIER: This is for a motor ear
for vse in the North-West to carry out the
valuations of pastoral country. I underatand
it is a new Ford ear,

Mr, ANGELO: We were told that there
were 16 Government cars in the garage and
several others in different parts of the State.
The Government should have some policy as
to the kind of car they require for general
use. It would be good business if, after
first deeiding upon the ear most suitable for
the work, they stuck to one make of car.
Buch a gystem would be more economical
than the present one, the consumption of
petrol would be checked and the cost of
maintenance would not be so high as it is
at present.

The PREMIER: I assure the lhon. mem-

ber that his suggestion will be horne in
mingd, :

Vote put and passed.

~ This concluded the Estimates of
Lands and Repatriation Department.

Colonial Treasurer’s Department, Hon. J.
Mitchell, Minister, in charge of the Votes.

Vote—Treasury, £10,454:

Ttem, Under Treasurer
General of Accounts, £756:

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: We ghould have some
explanation from the Premier as to the
policy of the Government regarding in-
crenses to highly paid officers in the Civil
Bervice. Much of the debate will hinge
aromd the gquestion, owing to the fact that
the Government are heing besieged with vo-
quests from civil servants for inereases.
Even the teachers propose to come to the
hav of the House with their grievances.
Other ranks in the civil service are also dis-
contented, because of non-payment of in-
crementa and beeanse their increases have
heen held ap. The Commitiee should not
intcrest itself wmeh in voting increases to
men who are already receiving £700 a year.
This particular offieer may be a paragon so
far as finonces are concerned, but he has
not demonstrated that he is a living wonder

the

and Controller
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in the monthly summaries of the finances of
the State that ho prepares. He may be a
good civil servant, but that does wnot justify
hon. members in voting him an increase of
£48 o year. If the State were in a buoyang
position and finances were good and gencral
prospeects bright, there might be some justi-
fication for recognising the work of these
highly paid officers, but there are scores of
men in the civil service receiving low sala-
ries who have no chance of getting an in-
ercase. Do the Government intend to pur-
sue this policy of giving increases to highly
paid oflicers whilst men on £150 and %200
reccive nonef

My, LUTEY: Is this the officer who was
responsible for preparing the Estimates now
before the Committee?

The Premier: I musi take the responsi-
bility for them.

Mr, LUTEY: If that is so, the Premier
has misled the Committee in saying that he
thought they were being brought down as
they have formerly come before ws, A de-
finite promise was made last year that these
Estimates would be itemised.

The PREMIER: I cannot accept the re-
sponsibility for any promise that was given
last year, but I am prepared to accept the
responsibility for the Estimates as they are
presented this year. I agree that there
ought to be the added columns, and I pro-
mise that this will appear in next year’s
Estimates. 1 have already given instructions
to that cffect.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: The information
about the officers themselves should appear.

The PREMIER: The information should
appear in the same way as it appeared in
the Estimates of 1916, and I have given in-
struetions te that effect. With repard to
the point raised by the member for Forrest,
all efticers wnder the Public Service Act who
were not on the maximum were given a
grade inerense. This officer i8 not under the
Public Scrviece Act. In fact, several heads
of departments are not under that Aci. The
Public Service Comunissioner thought that
other permanent heads should be granted a
grade inerense. This i8 one of these. No-
thing has been dome for these officers for
about seven ycars, It is true that a man on
£700 a year ecan live more comfortably in
these days than one on £300 a year, but
these higher paid officers must look for some
reward.

Mr. O’Loghlen:
them all alike?

The PREMIER: Yes. No grade rizes in
the tmmediate futnpre will go to men onr
£700 a year. If I am able to give grade in-
creases this year it will not be fo men on
this mark.

Mr, Duff: What was the salary of this
officer’s predecessor?

The PREMIER: T think it was £800 a
year.

Mr. Duff: Then he is reeeiving a reduced
salary$

The PREMIER: Yes, I think he was
allowed to drvaw the Imperial pay of £160

Are you going to treat
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a ycar, but that now goes to the Govern-
ment,

Mr. ANGELO: This officer is practically
the leading man ‘controlling the finances ot
the State. According to the revenue and
expenditure of Western Anstralia he has to
ecntrol between four million and five million
pounds. That is the turnover of the business
concern of which this officer is the permancnt
head. '

Mr. Smith:
all.

Mr. ANGEI{: He has'a great deal of
responsibility, and no man in charge of a
private eoncern, of which the capital is as
hig as this, would be asked to do the work
for so little. The present occupant of the
position took it up in 1914, when the war
started.  He has had considerable anxiety
and work throughout his tenure of office. It
hos come to my knowledge that within a
fow months of his accepting the position he
drew the attention of the Government to the
method by which £1,500 a year could be
saved in connection with the State Savings
Baunk, As a result of his recommendation
the State lhas saved about £8,000 already.
Tie faet is on record that this officer has
saved some £20,000 since he was appointed
Under Treasurer.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I would not have
diseussed this officer but for the special
pleading of the hon. member for Gascoyne.
The hon. member has said too much or not
enough and he should have given the source
of his information. I do not see anything
in any of the reports with regard to the
savings which have been referred to by the
hon. member. Comparisons have been made
with the officer’s predecessor, but it has to
be remembered that the former Under Trea-
gurer, Mr. Eliot, was a very old servant of
the State with 52 years’ service to his credit
and he was drawing £850 per annum when
he retired. 1 dc not like making compari-
sons, but if the hon. member knew the two
officers he would not have drawn any c¢om-
parisons, It has to be remembered also that
the present oceupant of the office before re-
ceiving his present position was in receipt
of £400 a year.

Mr. Smith: Who appointed him?

Hon, P. COLLIER: The Government of
which T was a member. It may be that this
wasg just the one foolish thing that we did,
but I do not wish to distinguish between this
officer and other highly paid officers. I do
not register my protest against the increase
which he has been given, and T should like
to have the testimony of the present Trea-
surer’s predecessor as to whether it onght
to he made.

Item, Clerks—Head office £4,153:

Hon. P. COLLIER: This item shows an
inerease over the amount spent last year of
more than £1,400. It is doe to the Premier
to make some explanation about this in-
erease.

The PREMIER: Grade increases were
responsible for £66. Two officers transferred

He has no responsibility at
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to the Lands Department vepresent £408,
and four returned soldiers represcnt £556,
making a total of £1,030. The inerease of
£356 is more than covered by what was
paid for temporary clerical assistance
which is no longer roquired. The employ-
ment of returned soldiers means of course
that temporary elerks in some eases have
had to be put off and this is one of those
instancoes.

Mr, O’Loghlen: And there ave some very
hard cases amongst them, {oo,

The PREMIER: I quite agree that it
{does work some hardship, but it cannot be
avoifled, The transfer to the Lands De-
partment i3 due to the fact that the Trea-
sury is now paying all accounts for the
Coloniai  Beeretary’s  Department, which
means a saving there.

Hon, P, COLLIER: The expenditure on
temporary elerical assistance last  year
amounted to £1,500, and that sum was
greatly in excess of the amount spent in
the previous year, Whenever we sec an
inerease  in a permanent item, we are
always told that therc has been a redoe-
tion in temporary clerical assistance. That
is  the stereotyped official departmental
reply, but if one examines the items it will
be seen that it is not so. “Will the Premier
look at the item of the year hefore? If
he does lie will see that there was spent
£227 and the House voted £187. Last year
there was expended £1,518, so that the
item wag excessed by £1,300.

Mr, Duff; What is the good of passing
a vote?

Hon, P. COLLIER: Now they ask for
£900, and lhaving spent £1,500 last year
they say ‘“We are saving £600.”7 That is
their method of effecting economies, Tirst
they say they ean get through on £187,
They spend £1,500 and in the next year they
reduce that £1,500 to £900 and say, ‘‘Look
at the saving we are making.’’ The
column which used te show the vote in com-
parison with the cxpenditure lias been de-
liherately left out at the instigation of
officers in the Government Serviee so as
to withhold information from the House,
Hon. memberg should see at a glance what
the vote was and what the expenditure was.
It is a very important matier to know, but
now the information ia no longer availahle,
It has becn deliberately omitted. The
Committee is stultifying itself in discns-
sing Fstimates in these cireumstances. Wa
are encouraging this kind of thing year by
year by discussing fstimates whieh mean
nothing. TFor the first time in 14 yenrs we
are discussing the Estimates without having
the Public Aecounts before wma. I would
like to know whether that quarrel or dis-
pute or misnnderstanding with the Andifor
General has been fixed wup,

The Premier: The Public Accounts are
being printed now.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I think we should
have the Public Accounts before the Esti-
mates are procecded with any further. The
Estimates have been before the House for
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four weeks and if the dispute has not been
fixed up in that period I would like to know
what is being done, Are they indifferent
to the preparation of the Public Accounts
or are they withholding information which
the House is entitled to have? The Esti-
mates do not bear out the explanation sup-
plied to the Premier showing a reduction
from £1,500 to £900.

Ttem, Mecssengers, head offiee, £130:

Mr. SMITH: The saving on this item is
£2. Why is therc such anxiety to cut down
the small man and raise the salary of the
big manf

The PREMIER: All the messengers get
a fixed amount. Probably there haa been
some change. If I find there has Leen a
}:}ednet.ion, 1 shall have the matter recti-

ed.

Vote put and passed.
Vote— Audit Department, £9,830.
Ttem, Clerks, £3,019;

Hon. P. COLLIER: The number of clerks
is inercaged by six, This is a big increase
for a amall department, but, if it will mean
the nuceleration of the preparation of the
Auditor General’s report se that it will be
presented before Parliament deals with the
Estimates, I shall willingly vote the amount.

The PREMIER: The inerease i3 due
apart from statutory increases, to £244 paid
for relieving officers in the AJLF., and
£722 for the reinstatement of officers re-
turning from the Front. Some departments
managed without appointing men to take
the piaces of those away on leave.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: We have been told
that the men on active service were paid
out of the temporary votc and that, when
they returned, they would be paid from the
ordinary vote and the temporary vote
would he reduced accordingly. T am sorry
the Aunditor General’s salary is provided
for wunder a special Act. TIf it had net
been so provided, T would have moved
to strike it out until he presented his report.
If the six extra elerks will enable him to
present his report before the Estimates arc
dealt with, T shall not oppose the increase.
1t is about time Parliament took a hand and
insisted on having the Aunditor General’s re-
port before the Xstimates are diseunssed.

Item, Temporary clerical and other assist-
ance, including provision for temporary offi-
cers who may be appointed to permanent
positions and who, when appointed, will he
paid from the vote if provision iz not made
clsewhere, £410:

Hon, P. COLLIER: It has been the prac-
tice throughout the war period to say that
the places of permanent officers at the war
have been filled by temporary men, and con-
sequently the vote for temporary clerical as-
sistance has inercased. Now the Premier has
explained, in conneetion with the incrense of
clerks in this department, that of the in-
ereage £722 i3 made up of salaries to per-
manent officers who bave returned from the
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war, There ought to be a reduction in the
vote for temporary clerical assistance when
men are retorning and taking wp their old
duties, but instcad there is an increase from
£277 to £410. Al these items of temporary
assistance should show a reduction and not
an inerease, but in practically all there is an
inerease.

The PREMIER: The
£27 atatutory inercases.

Hon. P. Collier: There are ne statutory
increages to temporary men.

The PREMIER: The item for officers tem-
porarily attached to the department, in lieu
of those absent with the expeditienary force,
shows a deerease of £800.

Ttem, Messenger, £47:

Mr, LUTEY: What is the status of this
messenger whe has been increased from £89
to £47¢ I should think it was a seabby wage.
Does the Premier think it a decent waged

The PREMIER: This is a young boy
making a small start. Any boy who passes
the Public Service examination has an op-
portunity to enter the service as a clerk.

Vote put and passed.

Vote — Compassionate
£3,971,

Ttem, Troy, Mrs., widew of D. J, Troy,
late messenger Legislative Assembly, £150:

Hon. G. TAYLOR: While I am pleased
the Govermmeut have placed this item on the
Estimates, I do not think a lamp sum of £150
would be of any permanent service to o
widow with three young children. I have in-
terested myself in this case go far that, a few
days after the death of this officer, I wrote
to the Premier. As Speaker of the Iouse,
Mr, Troy was direetly under my control; he
was not under the Public Service Act. If we
voted a lump sum to the widow, it would not
last very long. I would prefer some more
permanent provision being made covering
four or five yecars, until the cldest child is
able to do for itself. I should not expect an
item of £150 each year. The services of the
late Mr. Troy dated back to 1904, and he
worked himsclf up to the position of Chief
Messenger with great rapidity and filled the
office with great e¢redit. I shall leave that to
the judgment of members who eame into con-
taect with him. It is impossible for a young
man, starting here as a boy and being cut off
at so early an age, to make that provision

inerease includes

allowances, ete.,

for his wife and family whieh he would have

made if spared. Although he was not nnder
the Public Service Act, yet certain privileges
of "that Act are extended to those employed
at Parliament House, If he had been in the
Publie Service he wonld have had an aflow-
ance approximate to what is on the Esti-
mates. It is for the Committee to consider
whether I was justified in making aa appeal
te the Government for the necessary pro-
vision. I wrote to the Premier on the 18th
‘August, a few days after the death of the
late Mr., Troy, asking the Premier to make
some provision for the widow and children
over the next few years. The Premier has
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acted very generously in placing this amount
on the Estimates, but 1 think it would be
well if the Committee expressed its views as
a guidance for the Premier with regard to
what is necessary for the maintenance of
those young children for the next three or
five years. The Govermment have done as
much for this officer’s widow as they would
have done in respect of an officer under the
Act. I do not think any dangerous precedent
would be cstablished by the carrying out of
my suggestion. Only three or four officers
would be concerned, even if this were taken
as a precedent. Had the late Mr. Troy been
engaged anywhere else when death overtook
him, and if his widow and children bad been
thrown on to the State, it would have meant
the disbursement of a larger amount through
the Charities Department. I do not think the
widow and children of so faithful and effi-
cient an officer as the late Mr. Troy should
have to awvail themselves of the Charities De-
partment. I ask hon. members to express
their views on the case and say whether it
would not be wise to instruet the Government
to make a vecurring allowance of, say, £73
or £100 per annum for the next fow
years, I thank the Premier for the cour-
tesy extended to me doring the eorres-
pondence and personal interviews I have
had with him on the sanbject, He expressed
a desire to do all he could for the late Mr,
Troy’s widow and family. I, as the dircct
cemployer of the late Mr. Trey, would be
Ieking in my duty if I did not place the
true position of his widow and family be-
fore the Committee while this vote is under
discussion.

The PREMIER: I realise that £150 is
very little, and that the late Mr. Troy did
exceedingly good work, at the snme time
earning only ‘a small salary. I am also
aware that he was unable to save much,
seeing that he had a wife and threc young
children. The position is diffienli, inas-
much az we cannot treat the widow and
children of the late Mr. Troy any differ-
ently from, say, the relatives of an ordi-
nary officer. Still, if hon. members like to
make any representations, I will consider
their wighes in the matter, altiough it is a
little difficult to do more than we propose
to do.

Hon. P, COLLIER: Speaking for every
member on this side of the House, T en-
dorse the sentiments expressed by the mem-
ber for Mt, Margaret, It would be doing
bare justice to the widow and family of the
late chief messenger if a somewhat more
substantial provision were made for them
than appears on the Estimates. I realise
the difficulty the Premier has in allocating
a sum of money for the purpose, but T do
not think we should be making any in-
vidipus  distinction, hecause  repeatedly
there have appeared on  the Tstimntes,
eompasgsionate allowances, even on a mueh
more generous scale than this, taking into
consideration the difference in  positions.
This Committee has on more than one ceca-
sion voted what might be called a gratuity,
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where there was praetically noe obligation
at all, to the widow and family of a de-
ceased officer of the Public Service, It
Mr. Troy had been in the Public Serviee, 1
understand it wonld have heen possible to
have provided a larger sum, T think it
would be advisable to make an allowance
covering two or three years, beeause, after
all, a lump sum suneh as this is not of very
much uge to & widow faced with the pro-
blem of raising a young family., Although
it is marked ‘‘final’’ in the Estimnates,
there will be nothing to prevent the Gov-
ernment placing the item there again next
year. Of course, if passed as final, that
i3 to say without any explanation, the Gov-
crumeut would be justified in not providing
the item next year. I hope the Premier
will sec his way to making a more liberal
provigsion than we have here. If he does
g0 it will meet with the approval of every
member.

Mr. HARDWICK: I should like to sup-
port the suggestions of the member for Mt,
Margaret and the leader of the Opposition.
I know this ease particularly well and am
well acquainted with  the widow. Mr.
Troy’s father died a few years ago, leaving
a young family, of whom Mr. Troy wag the
cldest. Great credit is due to the late Mr.
Troy in that he was a most execllent son.
Even during the married term of his life
he assistcd his aged mother and younger
brothers and sisters. T think it would be
much better if an amount were spread over
a number of years.

Mr, HARRTSON: 1 support the sugges-
tions made. I agree that the amount allo-
cated shonld be spread over a numher of
years,

The PREMIER: 1 suggest that we let the
item stand as it is now, and T will consider
the question of putting a further item on
next year’'s Estimates.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Governument
£10,337:

Hon, W. G, ANGWIN: At the last Pre-
miers’ Conference the question of Savings
Bank amalgamation was discussed. Can
the Premier give any information as to
what took place, and whether any arrange-
mentg were made for the suggested amalga-
mation§

The PREMIER: No. No arrangement has
been come to in regard to an amalgamation
of the hanks,

Hou. P. Collier: The matter has not been
advanced at all?

The PREMIER: No.

Ttem, Aeting Manager and Aeccountant,
£360:

Mr. SMITH: The Government Savings
Bank iz one of the most important institu-
tions we have, handling, as it does, censid-
erable sums of money belonging chiefly to
the people. It is necessary that the bank
should he well managed. For two or three

Savings Bank,
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years it has been conirolled by an acting
manager. Although 1 have expressed my-
self strongly against the principle of in-
creasing the salaries of heads of depart-

‘ments, I think I am justified in drowing

aitention to the exceedingly small salary
paid to the officer acting as manager.
Actually, the salary of the mannger of a
bunk handling millions of money is £7 per
week. Dozens of firms in this eity pay their
chief clerks better. The managers of the
Associated Banks, I believe, all draw over
£1,000 per annum. Fuerther, it is most un-
fair to keep the offiecer hanging on in an
acting eapneity. Mr. Lesehen, it has been
gtated in this Chamber, will never return to
the position. No Government would dare to
put him back there. As manager he drew
aver £500 a ycar, and the present manager
iz worth at least as muoeh, Unfortunately,
the Committee eannot Iinercase an item;
otherwise, I feel sure, this salary would be
raised to a decent amount by hon, members
unanimously.

The PREMIER: T do not proposec to try
to justify this item, but I propose to fill the
position permauently in the course of a few
weeks. Permanent positions have not been.
filled for a considerable time, owing to so
many men being away at the Front. The
aeting manager is an excellent officer, and
his services will not be lost sight of.

Hon P. COLLIER: I take it that, in ad-
dition to the salary shown in this item, the
acting manager receives the usual allowance,
under the Public Service regnlations, of half
the difference between his own salary and
the salary of the position he is filling tem-
perarily.

The Premier: 1 think so.

Hon., P. COLUIER: I am glad the posi-
fion is to be filled permanently in the eourse
of a few weeks, because it is most unsatis-
factory to have an officer in an acting capa.
city for se long a period. Moreover, the
salary which has been paid him is utterly
inadequate.

Mr, Hudson: I think an additional
amount of salary is provided for him in the

item ‘*Extra remuneration under Publie
SBervice regulations 33 and 79.77

Hon. P. COLLIER: Tt scems so. Even
then, however, his salary is very low. I may

mention that T do not know this officer per-
sonally at all.

ftem, Cashier, £264.
Mr, SMITH: Here we have another un-

flerpaid official, and the ease i3 even worse

than the preceding one. Tividently the offi-
cers of the ({overnment Savings Bank have
nv friends at eourt. These Fstimates show
officers with far less responsibility—such as
the secretary to the Kalgoorlie Hospital,
and the assistant inspector of rabhits—draw-
ing the same salary as the eashier of the
Government Savings Bank. T believe in pay-
ing a man what his work is worth.

Item, Managers, £2,265:
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Hon, W, €, ANGWIN: On this item T
raige the same objection as the member for
North Perth has just voiced.

Mr, Smith: This item represents a dozen
managers,

Mr. ANGWIN: The manager of the Gov-
ermnent Savings Bank at Fremantle reecives
£804 per annum, and the same salary is paid
to the Kalgoorlic and Boulder managers,
‘The average for 13 managers is abeut £174
per annum. Certainly they are not paid
suficient to do good work. What does the
‘“a’’ attachod to the item refer to? I am
unahle to find a corresponding footnote. As
an old bank manager, the Preomier must re-
cugnise that these salaries are utterly in-
adequate. The manager of the Fremantle
savings bank is, to my personal knowledge,
a thorongh worker. Before the Fremantle
offlice opens, he has heen around the town
visiting suburban branehes. The salary is
altogether teo small for the position.

Mr. DAVIES: I must protest apgainst
these glaring anomalies. These officers aet
as managers treasury paymaasters, land offi-
cers, ete. L believe the bank manager at
Midland Junction is also a Treasury offieial.
This officer in particular is underpaid.

The PREMIER: These officers are land
agents and Treasury paymasters, and in
seme cases get an allowance. If they do
get an allowance it is for post office work
and Treasury work, 1 will go into the aal-
aries of these officers under the Savings
Bank, especially in view of the fact that the
Committee is unauimowva on the point that

they are underpaid.
Mr, HARRISON: Has mnot the item
dealing with allowances to officers for

extra attendance on Saturday night, Perth
branches and agencies, somcthing to do with
this item?

Ttem, Cleancrs £06:

My, JONES: This item is in connection

with four cleaners, and there is an increase

of £1 shown, Is this a graded incrcasef In
what way are these eleaners oceupied? Who
are they and what are their duties?

The PREMIER: These are cleaners in
the different branch land offices. They are
partly paid under this vote and partly under
the Lands vote.

Mr. Jones: T cannot find any cleaners
under the Lands vote.

The Minister for Works: The cleancrs in
Pertii are paid for by the Public Works De-
partinent,

Myr. JONT:S: This iz another instance of

the inadequate way in which these Estimates

have been prepared.

Ttem, Commission payable to agents,
£4,100:
Mr, ANGELQ: I notice that there are

1+ managers of savings hanks, and as there
are 200 branches in the State there must be
a considerable number of agencies through-
out the State. 1 know that the agencies of
the savings bank in sgome towus are domi-
ciled in the braneh offices of one of the
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incorperated banks, That system is wrong.
The incorporated bank has its own deposits
in the same way as the savings bank. It
accepts deposits on short terms or other
terms, giving just the same interest as, if
not more than, the savings bank, - When a
savings bank eustomer comes along it is
quite possible for the incorporated bank to
take the business itself. 1 lknow that cus-
tomers of the savings bank have been
kept waiting a long time whilst the cns-
tomers of the ineorporated bank are
attended to.  That does mnot tend to
popularise  the State institution. In
other parts of the State there are
Government oflficials loeated in a parti-
cular place, and a savings bank agent as
well. In sueh a ease the ageney should be
transferred to the Government official and
a vertain amount of cxpense thus saved. 1
hope some method will be adopted to ob-
viate the present position of afairs,

Mr. O’LOGMLEN: “The Premicr might
take thiz opportunity of explaining the pre-
sent position regarding the conduet of State
savings banks in  competition with Com-
monwealth institutions and their post office
agencies. The system now adopted is o
great reflection upon the Government and
Parliament, and this dual control is inimieal
to the interests of the State institution. It is
time that the matter was adjosted.  When
the general manager of the Commonwenlth
Bank was lere he was etlogised by the

Government, but the opportunity should
have heen sought to put this matter
vight. This fareien]l proceeding should be

brought to a close. The State cannot ex-
pect to met a fair deal under the present
competitive system.

The Premier: Can you diseuss that on
this item?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: When the competitive
srstem started the State appointed the man-
agers of the incorporated banks to nct for
them, and also appointed wvarious store-
kcepers and other people to aet as agents.
In the timher country the accountants of
timber companies were appointed az agents,
and rather than reveal his cireumstances fo
the accountant of his eompany the employee
would prefer to go to the post office with
his deposits, for noc questions arc ashed
there. Bimilarly, in a town where the store-
keeper wns aeting as agent for the State
savings bank a man might owe that store-
lkeeper £50 but desire to make a deposit of
£5, TIs it likely he would go to the store-
keeper to bank his £5 when he could go to
the post office and do so? Toes this sort
of thing bring grist to the State institution?
Tn my opinion it has driven business away
to the Federal Savings Banks becanse of
the facilitics offered by the TFederal Post
offices in the country centres.

The Premier: T quite agree with the lhon.
member.

Mr., O’LOGHLEN: Yes, but the old sys-
tem continues. How long will it go onf
If the Government will take a stand and
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bring the matter to a final issue and give a
fair deal to the State, the whole House will
be behind them.

Hon. W. . Angwin: Do you expeet to
get a fair deal from the Federal Govern-
ment?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Wec ought to get
something approaching a fair deal, This
penny wise and pound foolish policy should
be ent out altogether, T should like to know
if the Premicr discussed this matter with
the general manager of the Commonwealth
Bank. I do mnot think the Commonwealth
institution should have started in opposi-
tion to the State, hecause the State SBuvings
bank had good facilities for conducting the
business. If an amalgamation is not pos-
sible we should reduee the cost of adminis-
tration, and also exercise the utmost earc
in waking a judicious sclection of agents,

The Minister for Works: I have it all
down,

Mr. O'LOGHTLEN: And that is as far as
it is likely to go. The Minister has heen
putting things down for the Inst 50 years.
The bank should make the most exhaustive
inquiries before sclecting their agents.
People, 1 am sure, are patriotic enough to
bank with the State Savings Bank if there
is a reasonable degree of secrecy and if
faeilities nre given,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: And they get half
per eent. more than the Commonwealth
Bank pays.

¥ote put and passed.

Vote——Ciovernment stores, £13,127.

Item, Secrctary, Tender Board, £276:

Mr. SMITH: Ts the sceretary responsible
for the existing method of obtaining ten-
ders? I would draw attention to the sys-
tem at present in vogue. 1t iz very unsatis-
factory and many of our business people
are eomplaining about it. When it is pro-
posed to eall tenders for any particular ar-
ticle an officer of the department is told off
to go te the various plices where that ar-
tiele is manofuctured. He gocs with a
notebook and asks for the prices. If that
is the system which is in foree T ean only
say there is plenty of room for improve-
ment, There is no secrecy about it and
thiore is nothing te prevent the oflicer leaving
his notebook about, so that nn opponent
may get hold of it. On aceount of this system
there have heen instances where forged ten-
ders have been put in. Perbaps the Colonial
Sceretary does not know that. Forged ten-
ders have been submitted for the purpose of
raigsing the price of a particular article
against a firm. In that way the department
have been misled. The Minister should see
that in fature a proper system of sccrecy is
earried out se that manufacturers may re-
ceive every protoction.

The MINISTER J'OR WORKS: I agree
with most of the remarks made by the hon.
member, There is, however, nceessity for
seudling round for priecs. During the period
of the war available supplies were so short
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that they had really to be hunted up. Ordin-
aty persons who had put in their prices were
out of stoek, and the material had to be ob-
tained to keep workmen going. I was as-
sured that there was no possibility of a com-
petitor sceing the prices that another man
had given. I know that many years ago,
when 1 was in business a somewhat similar
thing was going on. I hove been informed
by Mr. Anderson, however, that this kind of
thing has been stopped.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: All requirements do
not go through the stores.

The MINISTER 1FOR WORKS: There
must be some departure from the ordinary
routine of getting quotations and obtaining
material. We have in the Works Department
two or three very reliable men as foremen,
and when they are deing a job at Fremantle
or at Midland and they moy require perhaps
a bhox of screws they cannot hold the works
vp in order to put in a requisition for them.
They purchase them in the best way they
can. The department may have to pay a
little more, or perhaps considerably more in
s0me ¢ases.

Hon., W, G, Angwin: I refer to supplies
for institutions.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: I know
nothing at all about those. In Mr, Anderson,
who is in charge of the stores, the Govern-
men{ have a very keen huyer. T feel sure
that, it he were here, he would be able to
give perfectly satisfactory cxplanations.

Me, SMITH: Tt would be quite a simple
matter to obtain tenders in sealed envelopes '
for small items. I complain of the manner
in which quotations ave obtained in a note-
heok. The notehook system was in foree
only last month.

Vote put and passced.

Vote—Literary and Scientific Grauts, efe.,
£8,280. .

Ttam, Mechanies’ institutes, ete., £130:

My, O'LOGHLEXN: In counection with
this item I secek the redemption of a pro-
mise. The Government laid it down that
there were to be wno morve grants towards
mechanies’ institutes, but seme considerable
time before that deecision was arrived at the
then Colonial Treasurer, Mr. Gardiner, agreed
to place on the Estimates a som of £50 to-
wards the Allanson mechanies’ iustitute. The
residents built the hall entirely at their own
cosf, and, later, six out of seven committee
men went to the war., :

Hon, W, C. Angwin:
under this Vote.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Nevertheless, the hon.
nembrer might allow me this opportunity of
SOEUTINg & promise.

The PREMIER: The matter does not
come under this Vete. I advise the hon,
member to wateh the Works Estimates.

Item, Zoologieal Gardens, £2,975:

Mr. PICKERING:
revenue at all.
carn no revenbe?

That does not come

This item shows no
Do the zoologicnl gardens
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The PREMIER: This item represents
Government aid to the gardens. The revenue
is received by the board of trustees.

Ttem, Acclimatisation of fish, birds, and
animals, £75:

Mr. CHESSON: This i a very small
grant for such a purpose. Mr. Kingsmill has
done great work for the State in placing fish
in all permanent streams, and also in the
whole of the dams throughout the Murchison
district.

The PREMIER: I rcalise that a great
deal of work might be done in this connee-
tion.

Mr. O’Loghlen:
item?

The PREMIER: T cannot promise to do
8o in the present state of the finances.

Mr., O'LOGHLEN: Mr, Kingsmill has
rendered magnificent voluntary serviee in the
matter of acelimatisation, travelling over
the lenpth and breadth of the State half-a-
dozen times. If the necessary financial as-
sistance were provided, the work might be
extended.

Vote put and passed,

Vote—Taxation, £23,855:

Mr. MUNSIE: During the discussion on
this vete last year, T drew the attention of
the then Treasurer, Mr. Gardiner, to the im-
possible conditions prevailing throughout the
State—eonditions which could he  relieved
without extra cost to the Government. Me
agreed with me and assured me something
would be done, but so far nothing has been
done. [rrespective of what part of the State
a taxpayer vesides in, be has to supply his
taxation returns to the IPerth office, and a
reply is sent from Perth. If there is 9d. to
pay, that amount has to Le remitted to Perth,
I do not ohject to the returns being sent to
Perth in order that the first assecasment
might be munde, but there are Treasury offi-
cinls all over the State who could receive
the amount of the tax and give a receipt for
it, and forward a copy of the receipt to the
head office in Perth. Last year [ mentioned
two instanees, and three have since come
under my notice, of the hardships inflicted
by the system of having to remit the money
to Perth, A woman wha owed taxation to
the amount of 16s. obtained a postal note
aud posted it to the Commissioner of Taxa-
tion, Six or cight wecks later, a final notice
was reeeived threatening legal proceedings
within a certain time if the amount were
not paid. The woman had failed to register
the letter and had to pay again. Why should
people have to register letters to Perth
when there are Treasury officials in most of
these towns? Regarding the returns sup-
plied by the Commissioner of Taxation, it
seems to me there i3 something in the diree
tion of deliberate intention to withhold cer-
tain information to which we are entitled.
Last year we altered the incidence of taxa-
tion. Recently I asked the Premier—

‘Will he supply the same information for
the twelfth assessment under the Income

Will you increase the
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Tax Act as is supplied in the ninth and

tentii assassments under table ‘D7’ in the

eleventh annual report of the Commis-
gioner of Taxation of persons earning be-
tween £200 and £2907

The Premier replied—

The Commissioner of Taxation states
that the figures asked for under table
‘D’ of his eleventh amnuzl report in re-
speet to incomes of those earning £201 to
£209 were uwot separately tabulated, hav-
ing hecn merged with a larger group. The
information eould not be supplied without
entailing great additional work,

I do not wish to press for that information
i’ it will mean additional cost. During the
progress of the Income Tax Bill through
this House, T opposed strongly the wiping
out of the £200 exemption and pointed
out what that would mean te men earning
£4 a week and less. I naturally expected
that the report of the GCommissioner of
Taxation for thizs year would have shown
what amount this meant te the men ecarning
£4 a weck and under but, under the table
supplicd by the Commissioner, it is not ‘pos-
sible to obtain the information, and I want
to know the reason why. The information
wang given in respect to the ninth and the
tenth assessments but, when we eome to the
twelfth assessment, the Commissioner starts
off by piving the number of persens earning
between £101 and £193, and the amount
earned, ete. Then he goes on to deal with
the same figures for those earning £200 to
£209, and £300 to £499. Why? Simply to
prevent us from getting the inforwmation to
show how much people earning £4 a week
and under have paid of the cxcess income
tax collected this year. I have managed to
work ount the amount approximately, and I
find that the extra amount colleeted was ne
less than £32,090. If we had the correet
figures supplied by the Taxation Department,
T believe the total wonld approach, as 1 fore-
castet last year, £80,000. The Commis-
sioner’s return, table ‘‘G,’’ gives some in-
teresting information regarding the amouni
of ineome tax paid, espeeially when it is con-
sidered in conjunction with the Prices Regu-
Intion Rill and the allegations that manu-
factorers and wmerchants were not making
excessive profits. This return shows that
while in 1916 185 merchants and manufae.
turers paid £11L,167, in 1918 there were 204
merchants and manufactarers who paid
£25,222 in income tax. In two years their
ingome, on what they had to pay a tax, had
donbled,

The Attorney General: No, the gradunated
tax did that.

Mr, MUNSIE: The graduations have not
made mueh difference in this amount to these
indiviquals. In 1916 there were 359 pas-
toralists and graziers who paid an income
tax of £34,332, Tun 1918 the number had in-
ereased to 494 persons, who paid an income
tax amounting to £104,615. In 1916 there
were 9,142 salary and wapge earners, and in
1918 there were 23,919, In 1916 the wage
carners and salaried men in the State paid
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ineome tax amounting to £16,977, whereas in

1918 they paid £73,5806. It was the wiping

out of the exemptions which acecounted for
more than that difference.

* The Attorrey General: The wiping ont of

the cxemption makes a difference in the
other.
Mr. MUNSIE: These figures are very

misleading, for we ecannot compare them
with other years. I hope that when the
next table is supplied by the Commissioner
of Taxation, we ghall be able to find ont the
exact difference that the wiping out of the
£200 exemption has made to the man on £204
a year. It is not fair to the working popu-
Intion of the State that the Government
should make the statement that the wiping
cut of the exemption would not mean to men
carning £4 a week and under more than
£20,00G at the ontside. The return sub-
mitted proves that the wiping out of the
exemption has meant a difference, at all
events, of £36,000.

The PREMIER: I will see if I can get
the information the hon. member requires.
T intend te go into the whole question of
simplifying the payments and the making
out of returns.

Mr. MONEY: When the last Estimates
were hefore us I referred to the duplication
of the Taxation Departments and the taxa-
tion assessments. I was informed by the
then Premier that the matter had reached
o stage when some amalgamation might be
expectod.

The Premier: Negoriations are still going
oun.

Mr, MONEY: We have expended on the
State Taxation Departmont %£23,000. As
an cxampte of the waste of publiec funds
and the people’s time, nothing could be
more striking than our present system of
taxation generally, for we have a State and
Faderal assessment for land tax and a read
board assessment as well, ATl these re-
turns should be furnished on the one form.
In the name of the people who have suf-
fered from this in the past, T wish to enter
my protest.

Mr, SMITH: I wish to add my protest
to that of the member for Bunbury with
regard to the present system of eonduct-
ing onr taxation office. This department is
respongible for providing mueh of the
money to carry on the functions of Govern-
ment, Seeing that the Government are al-
ways in sueh an impeeunious state, it is
desirable that every cffort should be made
to get in all pessible revenue. Owing to the
lax system of collecting taxes, the State is
losing a considerable amount every year,
Althongh the department has been in exist-
ence for the past 13 years, 20 per cent. of
the 1and has never yet paid any tax. The
writ list every week containg a record of
cases in which the Commissioner of Taxa-
tion is seeking to reeover lanmd tax ten or
12 years old. At present the road bhoards
and municipalities eollect what is practic-
ally o land tax from every holding in the
State, and there i= no reason why they
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should not colleet the Iand tax for the Gov-
ernment at the same time. It would not
cost anything like what it costs now, and
the tax would be actually collected.

Tho Minister for Works: Why do not
you go and see Mr, Owen?

Mr. SMITH: It is not my place to do so.
My duty is to scrutinise thesec Estimates
and, where possible, make suggestions. It
is practicable here to save n considerable
amount of money. Many land owners do
not send in any returns at all, and many
others get the time extended by six months.
In all it takes the department about a year
and nine months to ecolleet s¢ much as it
docs colleet of the land tax,  This delay
would Dbe saved if the collection of land
tax were left to the loeal authorities.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]
Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11.20 pm.

Regislative Council,
Wednesday, 29th October, 1919.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m. and read prayers,

QUESTION—STOCK ROUTES.

Hon. H. CARSON (for Hon., Sir E. H.
Wittenoom} asked the Minister for Edu-
eation: 1, Whether declared stock routes
are Government reserves? 2, If pastoral
lessees, in whose leases stock routes are de-
clared, pay rent for the portion ineluded in
the stock route? 3, What is the recognised
width of a stock route

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, No. 3, One mile or over
outside the South-West Division; a quarter
of a mile or less inside the South-West
Division.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On meotion by Hon. H. Carson, leave of -
absence granted to the Hon. J. A. Greig
(South-West) for six consecutive sittings
of the House on the ground of urgent pri-
vate business.



